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For more than 20 years, the 
fabled peacock bass of South 
American waters has garnered 
the majority of fame and 
publicity within the circle of 
traveling anglers. However, a new fishing treasure, one gleaming 
in gold, awaits at the Argentine-Uruguayan border. The 
fƅŸƆŻƊŴƇŸƅ ŷƂƅŴŷƂ żƆ ŶŴƈƆżƁź MźƂſŷ ŹŸƉŸƅN ŹƂƅ ƇŻŸ ŴƁźſŸƅƆ ƊŻƂ 
have had the fortunate opportunity to fish for them and have 
others clamoring to prospect for them under the Salto Grande 

dam. From its inception, the fantastic sportfish destination referred to ŴƆ MťŴ ųƂƁŴN has earned the 
deserved reputation of being home to some of the largest freshwater golden dorado found anywhere in 
the world. This statement has been widely endorsed by hundreds of anglers from throughout the globe 
who have been fortunate to experience this splendid tailrace fishery. La Zona is the name created to 
refer to an almost mystical or legendary fishery, a protected and exclusive area on the Uruguay River, 
ŷƂƊƁƆƇƅŸŴƀ ŹƅƂƀ ƇŻŸ ŬŴſƇƂ ŠƅŴƁŷŸ ŷŴƀ ƃƅƂŽŸŶƇ. ŭŻŸ ƁŴƀŸ ƊŴƆ ŵƂƅƅƂƊŸŷ ŹƅƂƀ ƇŻŸ MŭŻŸ ŭƊżſżźŻƇ ųƂƁŸN 
television series, because from the moment anglers first experienced this unbelievable dorado fishery, 
they found that it to be a place far beyond their expectations. 
 

ŭŻŸ źƂſŷŸƁ ŷƂƅŴŷƂ, ƂŹƇŸƁ ƅŸŹŸƅƅŸŷ ƇƂ ŴƆ ƇŻŸ MūżƉŸƅ ŭżźŸƅ,N 
(Salminus maxillosus) is rapidly becoming one of the most 
prized fresh water sport fish species in the world. This 
aggressive and powerful migratory gamefish is constantly on 
the prowl for schools of baitfish to ravage and this makes 
them susceptible to both plug and fly angler alike.  Its 
scientific name is broken down as follows: Salminus refers to 
trout-like and maxillosus ƀŴžŸ ƅŸŹŸƅŸƁŶŸ ƇƂ ƇŻżƆ ŹżƆŻLƆ 
extremely powerful jaws. The dorado is primarily a pescavore, 

meaning that its primary diet is other fish. One of the dorado's favorite prey species is the sabalo, a 
schooling fish weighing two to six pounds. The dorado, therefore, will readily attack an assortment of  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prochilodus_lineatus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shoaling_and_schooling
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lures and flies that resemble large, fleeing forage species. The aggressive nature of the dorado, its 
spectacular leaping ability, fantastic strength and stamina has created the ultimate freshwater gamefish. 
Although the dorado is not actually a member of the trout family, it behaves similar to the trout in that it 
lurks behind boulders, rock piles and other underwater obstructions ready to pounce on other, 
unsuspecting, smaller fish species in the river.   

The restricted waters beneath the Salto 
Grande Dam of the Uraguay River (see 
directional arrow in map at left) has earned 
the deserved reputation of being home to 
some of the largest freshwater golden dorado 
found anywhere in the world. More record 
class fish have come from this fishery than any 
other fishable waters in South America. The 
immense size and size and belligerent 
demeanor of the fish in these waters far 
surpasses any other dorado fishery in the 
world. The prestigious Angling Report, an 
unbiased publication detailing trip 
experiences of its publisher and its 
subscribing anglers recently reported: MLa 
Zona is a place where the normal rules don't 

apply. These awesome fish are so huge and numeƅƂƈƆ żƇ żƆ ſżžŸ ƆƂƀŸƇŻżƁź ƂƈƇ ƂŹ ƃƅŸŻżƆƇƂƅƌƑ. ŬżƁŶŸ La 
Zona became available to anglers just two years ago, literally scores of fish exceeding the largest caught 
IGFA record have been caught. A La Zona fish caught recently by Angling Report subscriber Darden 
Daniel weighed a mind-boggling 61.67 pounds. What keeps things exciting is the surface behavior of 
the dorado. There is almost always something happening on the surface, if not on the part of large fish, 
then on the part of school after school of small fish that slam the surface near the dam. The feeding 
frenzy is reminiscent of that displayed by bluefish in the open Atlantic.N 
 
Not only does the dorado possess teeth sharp enough to 
puncture through plastic lures, strike a lure or fly with a 
ferocity of a much larger saltwater gamefish, but also 
performs aerial gyrations that are more reminiscent of 
acrobatic saltwater species. Interspersed between these 
high flying leaps are long, drag-screeching runs. 
Currently, more than 10 fly fishing world records have 
been broken in these waters and an estimated 200+ fish 
over 40 pounds have been landed in the last three 
seasons on fly and artificial lure. 
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High Season High Season Dec 1 to Apr 30   $4800 
Low Season Aug 15 to Nov 30   $4000  

   

  
4 anglers 
 

To confirm a reservation on a trip to La Zona, a 50 % deposit is required per person. Reservations made 
within 30 days of departure require full payment. Final payment is due 60 days prior to departure. Once 
the reservation is made we´ll send a complete pre-trip questionnaire, and a full outfitting guide and pre 
trip info. 
 

 

¶ All necessary ground transfers, including in Buenos Aires and to and from La Zona from the 
airport in Concordia/Salto.  

¶ Guided-operated 20 foot shallow drafting bass boat per two to three anglers  

¶ Fishing licenses 

¶ Accommodations in private rooms at a hacienda near the river 

¶ All meals at destination, including wine, beer and hard liquor 

¶ Daily laundry service at fishing destinations. 

¶ First class Loomis rods with Shimano reels for spinning and bait casting. 

¶ Van transfer from Buenos Aires to the lodge on Sunday. 

¶ Domestic commercial LAER flight from Concordia/Salto to Buenos Aires on Friday morning  

¶ All meals during your stay 

¶ Non alcoholic beverages 

¶ Alcoholic beverages 

¶ International air fare 

¶ Fees associated with obtaining passports 

¶ Food and beverages in Buenos Aires and private city tours. 

¶ Special transfers and hotel reservations when not arriving or departing with the party. 

¶ Gratuities (suggested tips $55/day) 

¶ Lures are available for sale 

¶ Airport departure taxes (if applicable) 
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December to March are the warmest months. Expect around 75-90º F during the day. 

April, September and October are typically cooler. Expect 68-85º F during the day. 

 
The prime fishing waters 
are contained within a 
very restricted half-mile 
section of river 
downstream from the  
Salto Grande Dam. The 
section extends from the 
Argentina riverbank to 
the Uruguay riverbank. 

The huge dorado concentrate near the dam and feed on baitfish 
being washed down from the spillway, especially the sabalo. The 
waters near the dam can produce turbulent currents that 
fluctuate to very torrid when the dam turbines are open. When 
the turbines are not open, often large boulders are seen 
protruding away from the dam. The best fishing usually occurs 
when the turbines are open producing the very fast currents.  
 
 

The dorado is considered one of top predatory freshwater 
sportfish residing in several river systems of South America. 
Offering a striking brilliant gold sheen, it is just appealing 
to your visual senses as it is to tangle with one on the end of 
the line. Making incredible leaps, this incredible gamefish 
will test your drag to the limit. The dorado is one of the 
strongest freshwater fish and it is at La Zona where you can 
find the largest dorado in the world. Many angling fanatics 
have given up their quest for other species once they get a 
taste of the dorado. The boats are new 21-foot center 
console, stabile, crafts with 70-HP outboards and 15-HP 

kicker motors. 
 
This challenging angling adversary has only recently claimed the recognition it deserves in the angling 
community. However, there are only a few privileged people who have encountered the size of dorado 
found at La Zona. This is an area where 20 pound fish are becoming commonplace and many of La ZonaLƆ 
visiting anglers will experience the thrill of fighting a dorado of over 40 pounds. Depending on the 
depth of the water and current flow, the ferocious dorado can be taken on surface lures, ranging from 
poppers to propeller baits; to subsurface jerkbaits, spoons and jigs and even will aggressively take flies.   
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The lodge, based from an 
estancia just minutes 
from the water, is nestled 
in idyllic surroundings 
draped in palm and 
eucalyptus trees, making 
it the perfect place to 
unwind, rest and recap "fish tales" after an enjoyable day on the 
water. The lodge boasts a private pool to shed the day's heat and to 

relax sore muscles before a lavish and hearty supper is served. La Zona Lodge is a newly refurbished 
lodge on a ranch very close to the fishery. There are 4 air conditioned private rooms, each with its own 
private bathroom. Included in the package are delicious home cooked meals, cocktails and excellent 
Argentine wines. 

  

Upon receipt of deposits, 
you will be sent a detailed 
packing list, as well as other 
literature pertaining to flight 
schedules and ticketing, 
necessary medical 
precautions, detailed trip 
itinerary and other 
information regarding your 

trip. You will also receive a dorado angling primer that will brief you on 
packing lists, lure selection and fishing techniques and patterns for optimal 
success in landing trophy fish.  
 
 

A valid passport is required for U.S. citizens to enter Argentina.  U.S. citizens do not need a visa for visits 
of up to 90 days for tourism or business, but U.S. citizens coming to Argentina for tourism and business 
travel through Ezeiza International Airport must pay a reciprocal entry fee of $131.00 dollars.  Currently, 
the fee is only charged at Ezeiza airport.  It can be paid in dollars, by credit card, or with travelers checks, 
and is valid for ten years and multiple entries.  It applies only to bearers of regular, tourist passports.   
 


