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DOC TALKéé 
A Message from Gary Laden 

 

MMMYYY   TTTAAAKKKEEE:::      

TTTOOOPPPWWWAAATTTEEERRR   FFFOOORRR   TTTUUUCCCUUUNNNAAARRREEE   
 

This coming season will 
mark my 21st year plying 
the fertile waters of South 
America for peacock bass. 
Probably the most 
dramatic change over the 
years has been the 
evolution of a stronger 
subsurface approach and a 

less reliable topwater bite for peacock bass. During 
the first 14 years of my peacock bass experiences, I 
would venture to say that the majority of the anglers 
visiting Brazil or Venezuela would use topwater lures 
90% of the time, predominantly focusing on large 
propeller lures. For the past seven years, however, 
this pattern has almost reversed itself.  

 
Many anglers became enamored by the visible and 
audible thrill they experienced when a large peacock 
bass attempted to annihilate their topwater offering - 

and rightfully so. There is no greater thrill than having 
a trophy class peacock bass attack a surface lure. As 
new anglers became introduced to the sport, new 
fishing techniques and lures were added to the 
arsenal of the peacock bass angler. While you would 
tend to believe that the majority of the anglers who 
make these trips are either skilled professionals, or 
perhaps anglers with years of angling experience and 
masters of the fly, casting or spinning rod, quite the 
contrary is true. While some anglers can, indeed, place 
a fly or plug in a coffee cup from 30 yards, the 
majority of anglers have not as yet mastered these 
technical skills; are generally unfamiliar with the plugs 
and flies needed to tempt peacock bass. This is not a 
knock on these anglers (many of our clients), but a 
fact that I have observed for many years. Many 
become frustrated at trying to work a monstrous 
propeller plug or attempting to walk a spook style 
bait. They began using jerkbaits, jigs and Banjo 
Minnows and their success often equaled or 
surpassed the hard-core anglers who thought nothing 
ÏÆ ÃÁÓÔÉÎÇ Á ÐÒÏÐÅÌÌÅÒ ÒÉÐÐÉÎÇ ÂÁÉÔ ÏÒ Ȱ×ÁÌËÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 
ÄÏÇȱ ÆÏÒ ÈÏÕÒÓ ÏÎ ÅÎÄȢ  
 
)Ô ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÔÁËÅ ÌÏÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÐ×ÁÔÅÒ ÆÁÎÁÔÉÃ ÔÏ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ 
to a subsurface approach when they observed their 
less talented partners landing big fish on what had 
been previously thought of as less conventional 
peacock bass lures. In addition, as this sport has 
grown and attracted more and more operations and 
visiting anglers, I believe the fish became wary of lures 
of similar action and audible commotion that they 
might have seen hundreds of times cast within a quiet 
lagoon.   
 
The next time you are on the water in Brazil, let the 
mood of the fish dictate what lure and technique they 
seem to react to, be it topwater or subsurface and 
may you all land plenty of giant fish this season. 
 



TECHNIQUE TIPéé 
  

Timber Tactics 
 

Flooded bushes, 
timber stands 
and fallen trees 
provide a prime 
haven for baitfish 
as well as 
peacock bass. 
Peacock bass 
often seek the 
sanctuary of 

shade provided by trees and bushes and may use 
these as ambush areas to attack baitfish. When fishing 
timber stands, make accurate casts within the open 
lanes between the trees for optimal success. The 
deeper you get your lure or fly within the gaps 
between trees, the more success you will usually 
experience. Try to almost glance the trees with your 
lure or fly and make sure you work them all the way 
back the boat as, in many instances, you will entice a 
fish to follow the bait from the trees out towards 
deeper water where your boat is positioned. When 
fishing standing trees, you can use a variety of lures, 
ranging from surface baits, to swim jigs, Banjo 
Minnows or spinnerbaits. The fish will, eventually, 
reveal which lure they prefer 

 
Pockets between 
bushes on the 
bank are prime 
lairs for peacock 
bass.  Try to get 
your lure as deep 
into the pocket 
and close to the 
bank as possible. 
This is where 

your casting skills will really come into play. In most 
ÃÁÓÅÓȟ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÕÓÅ Á ÔÏÐ×ÁÔÅÒ ÌÕÒÅ ÏÒ "ÁÎÊÏ ÍÉÎÎÏ× ÔÏ 
probe the pockets as the water will be really shallow. 
However, a skilled angler can work a jig or jerkbait in 
ÔÈÅÓÅ ÐÏÃËÅÔÓ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌȢ 9ÏÕȭÌÌ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ËÅÅÐ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÄ ÔÉÐ 
high and work the lure quickly until it reaches deeper 
water, at which time you can lower the rod tip and 
work it as you normally would all the way back to the 
ÂÏÁÔȢ $ÏÎȭÔ ÈÅÓÉÔÁÔÅ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÍÕÌÔÉÐÌÅ ÃÁÓÔÓ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
pocket to entice a fish into striking. Work your lure 
back to the boat, as a fish may actually follow it a 
good distance before striking, so be alert. 

 

      

 

TRAIRA & tra irao  

The tr aira (Hoplias malabaricus) is a scaled fish with a 
uniform cylindrical shaped body. It has a large mouth 
and very sharp teeth. The traira is similar to the 
mudfish of North America. The fins on this species are 
rounded, with the exception of the dorsal fin which 
tends to have a rectangular shape. This species varies 
in color from black to brown. Some may possess 
spots. This fish tends to reside in slack waters, such as 
in lagoons and bays. They will reside in water that 
ÐÅÁÃÏÃË ÂÁÓÓ ×ÏÎȭÔ ɀ dingy water that would seem to 
be deprived of oxygen. If you get a strike in shallow, 
ÄÉÎÇÙ ×ÁÔÅÒȟ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ ÔÏÏ ÅØÃÉÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕȭÖÅ ÈÏÏËÅÄ 
ÉÎÔÏ Á ÐÅÁÃÏÃË ÂÁÓÓȟ ÁÓ ÉÔȭÓ ÐÒÏÂÁÂÌÙ Á ÔÒÁÉÒÁȢ )Ô ×ÉÌÌ 
readily attack topwater and subsurface lures used for 
peacock bass.  This fish can attain weights up to seven 
pounds, but are typically caught in the 1-3 pound 
range.   

The trairão (Hoplias lacerdae) is a traira on steroids!  
Imagine a 40 pound mudfish. This is it!  This scaled 
species is almost a black with highlights of grayish on 
its body scales. The abdomen is usually white or off-
white. The eyes are big and black. The dorsal fin is in 
the center of the body. It has a huge mouth and razor 
sharp canines. The largest trairão are found in slack 
water next to rapids. It will take an assortment of 
subsurface lures, live and cut-bait. It will run and make 
acrobatic leaps like a tarpon.  



 
 
 

Hepatitis A 
 
Hepatitis is a general term that means inflammation 
of the liver. Hepatitis A refers to liver inflammation 
caused by infection with the hepatitis A virus (HAV). 
HAV is one of several viruses that can cause hepatitis 
and is one of the 3 most common hepatitis viruses in 
the United States. The other 2 are hepatitis 
Band hepatitis C. Unlike hepatitis B and hepatitis C, 
hepatitis A does not cause chronic (ongoing, long-
term) disease. Although the liver does become 
inflamed and swollen, it usually heals completely in 
most people without any long-term damage. Once 
you have had hepatitis A, you develop lifelong 
immunity and cannot get the disease again. 
 

Hepatitis A may occur 
by direct person-to-
person contact, from 
contaminated water, 
ice, or shellfish 
harvested from 
sewage-contaminated 

water; or from fruits, vegetables or other foods which 
are eaten uncooked, or undercooked, but which may 
become contaminated during handling. Recent 
studies have shown that many cases of travel-related 
ÈÅÐÁÔÉÔÉÓ ! ÏÃÃÕÒ ÉÎ ÔÒÁÖÅÌÅÒÓ ×ÉÔÈ ȰÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄȱ ÔÏÕÒÉÓÔ 
itineraries, accommodations, and food and beverage 
consumption behaviors.  
 

Some persons, particularly young children, are 
asymptomatic. When symptoms are present, they 
usually occur abruptly and can include the following: 
 
¶ Fever 
¶ Fatigue 
¶ Loss of appetite 
¶ Nausea 
¶ Vomiting 
¶ Abdominal pain 
¶ Dark urine 
¶ Clay-colored bowel movements 
¶ Joint pain 
¶ Jaundice 

 
Depending on the particular vaccine you receive, it is 
typically given in two dozes, the second dose 
anywhere from 6-18 months after the first.  

FEATURE PHOTO OF 
the  NEWSLETTER    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bill Mathews, from Apopka, Florida, will be the proud 
recipient of some very special peacock bass lures for 
his recent winning photo that we will feature within 
each semi-monthly newsletter edition. Bill is not only a 
loyal clients and friend, but he is a great angler and a 
true American hero. Bill served his country in Viet Nam 
and lost his left leg and his right ankle is fused. Never 
one to let a tiny nuisance like losing a leg, interfere 
with his life, the personable angler says he can do 
things with the prosthetic leg that others cannot ɀ 
such as creating his own drink holder.  God bless you 
buddy!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
**** PHOTO CONTEST  **** 

 

Please submit interesting photos taken 
during your South American trip to us. We 
will have our staff select the most interesting 
photo and will publish it in the next 
newsletter as our òTop Fishing Photoó of 
each issue. The winner will receive lures for 
peacock bass.   
 

Send your photo as an email 
attachment to:  

 
Info@peacockbassadventures.com 

 

http://www.emedicinehealth.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=4179
http://www.emedicinehealth.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=58692
http://www.emedicinehealth.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=58692
http://www.emedicinehealth.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=58692
http://www.emedicinehealth.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=58693


 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
&ÏÒ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÏÆ ÙÏÕ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ Á ÐÅÁÃÏÃË ÂÁÓÓ ȰÆÉØȱ 
during the off season, in between trips to the Amazon 
basin, Brazilian angler, author and educator Ezequiel 
Theodoro da Silva (see photo) has developed a 
peacock bass board that will allow you to enjoy a free, 
unedited, exchange of information with fellow 
peacock bass fanatics. The Kalua International 
Peacock Bass Forum has actually been around for 
about five years now. It served as the sounding board 
for friendly but challenging posts between Brazilian 
and American anglers, which eventually lead to the 
First International Peacock Bass World Tournament, 
ÐÉÔÔÉÎÇ ÍÁÎÙ ÏÆ "ÒÁÚÉÌȭÓ ÔÏÐ ÐÅÁÃÏÃË ÂÁÓÓ ÁÎÇÌÅÒÓ ×ÉÔÈ 
American ÁÎÇÌÅÒÓȢ ) ×ÁÓ ÆÏÒÔÕÎÁÔÅ ÔÏ ÃÁÐÔÁÉÎ Ȱ4ÅÁÍ 
'ÒÉÎÇÏȱ ÔÏ Á ÖÉÃÔÏÒÙ ÉÎ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÕÒÎÅÄ ÏÕÔ ÔÏ ÂÅ Á 
memorial event. Lifelong friendships were cultivated 
between many of the anglers. Copy the following into 
your browser and start posting your comments or 
questions:  
 
http://www.kaluapesca.com.br/english/forum3/index.
asp?page=1 
 
 

 

 
 
 

A RAY OF SUNSHINE  
IS ON THE HORIZON 

 
Although some of you have already booked your trip 
×ÉÔÈ ÕÓȟ ) ÈÁÖÅ ÍÁÎÙ ÍÏÒÅ ȰÏÎ ÈÏÌÄȟȱ ÁÓ ) ÅÁÇÅÒÌÙ 
await the outcome of decisions regarding permits and 
licensing for the upcoming season. Well, the sun is 
starting to shine through the clouds and the 
tumultuous situation that has occurred with the 
various operations in Brazil is now clearing up. 
 
All I can tell you is that there are three operations that 
I will announce in the next two weeks. I will be 
announcing three operations that I will work with this 
year. Documents will soon be available to me that 
indicates that certain outfitters will have access to 
rivers that have been either off-limits or restricted. I 
×ÉÌÌ ÎÅÖÅÒ ËÎÏ×ÉÎÇÌÙ ȰÂÁÉÔ ÁÎÄ Ó×ÉÔÃÈȱ Á ÃÌÉÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÏÎÅ 
ÒÉÖÅÒȟ ÏÎÌÙ ÔÏ ÆÉÎÄ ÏÕÔ ÊÕÓÔ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÉÐ ÔÈÁÔ )ȭÖÅ 
booked you to another river. Certainly, weather, 
water conditions and fishing productivity can call for a 
last minute change and I think most if not all of you 
would understand this kind of situation.  
 
You can be sure, when I book you on your trip this 
season, my goals for this year are: 
 

PEACOCK BASS CHAT 

AVAILABLE ONLINE 

ONLINEABLE ONLINE 

http://www.kaluapesca.com.br/english/forum3/index.asp?page=1
http://www.kaluapesca.com.br/english/forum3/index.asp?page=1


�³�,���K�D�Y�H���U�H�D�G���'�R�F���/�D�G�H�Q�
�V���E�R�R�N���D�Q�G���K�L�J�K�O�\���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G���L�W���W�R��
first time peacock bass anglers. Experienced peacock 
bass anglers will also learn new tricks by reading this 
�E�R�R�N�����*�U�H�D�W���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���I�D�Q�W�D�V�W�L�F���S�K�R�W�R�V���´   Bob Daly  
 

REWARDS REMINDER  

Earn a Custom Rod or Amazon Style Fishing Shirts 
 

For every new client that you 
refer to us (new client being 
defined as someone that has 
not traveled with us 
previously) we will offer you 
your choice of a Dink Alston 
Goldrush custom 3-piece 
travel rod (in your option of 
casting or spinning) or two 
tropical weight, long-sleeved 

ÖÅÎÔÅÄ ÆÉÓÈÉÎÇ ÓÈÉÒÔÓȢ $ÉÎËȭÓ ÒÏÄÓ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÒ 
travel rods for anglers traveling to South America for 
peacock bass. It is comforting to have your rods 
packed in a small tube aboard flights to South 
America, knowing that they will, in fact, reach the 
foreign fishing destination when you do. 
 

There are no strings attached to this offer. When 
deposits are sent to the office with the trip 
reservation form, we request that you advise the 
future client to write your name in the area that asks 
who referred them to us. We will contact you shortly 
thereafter and ask if you prefer the rod or the shirts. 
This rewards offer is good for the entire 2010 winter 
fishing season and there are no limits on how many 
rods or shirts you can earn.  
 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
 

Website: Peacockbassadventures.com 
Email:Info@Peacockbassadventures.com 
Phone: 678-327-6787 
 
             20 Years of Making Fishing Dreams Come True 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Check us out on Facebook: Log on to your 
Facebook account and search for Peacock Bass 
Adventures.                        

e-BOOK NOW AVAILABLE 

 

Want to know more about the peacock bass? From 
the most productive lures to prime patterns to 
medical advisories, our new text will dramatically 
reduce your learning curve and have you catching 
trophy peacock bass like a veteran.  We are making 
the "Complete Peacock Bass Angler" text available as 
an e-book for only $5. Steve Quinn, one of the editors 
of In-Fisherman Magazine writes: 
 
�ò���Š�‡�����‘�•�’�Ž�‡�–�‡�����‡�ƒ�…�‘�…�•�����ƒ�•�•�����•�‰�Ž�‡�”���‹�•���ƒ���˜�‹�”�–�—�ƒ�Ž���Š�‘�™-to 
course on finding peacock bass and catching them. Not 
one to spare details, Gary Laden identifies lures, key 
presentations and tricks that will have you catching 
�î�‰�”�ƒ�•�†�‡�•�ï���‹�•���•�‘���–�‹�•�‡�ä�ó  
 
To receive a copy of this e-book, send a check for $5, 
made payable to: Peacock Bass Adventures, 515 
Trailside Court, Roswell, GA 30075. All clients who 
book a trip with us will receive a complimentary copy 
of this 95-page book.  


