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After many months of 
negotiations, pitting a 
handful of outfitters 
against each other in 
contract discussions with 
government officials over 
prime peacock bass waters 
in the Amazon region of 
northern Brazil, the dust 

has settled and we are ready to announce our 2010-11 
lineup of operations that we will partner with. 
 

The repetitive theme during my discussions and 
frequent e-mails with many of you, my valued clients 
and friends, was that you wanted remote, yet 
comfortable. Size seemed to be more important for 
your upcoming trip than sheer numbers of fish. You 
wanted an operation that can offer these 
characteristics, yet not be priced like a 10-day African 
safari. I have listened to what you had to say and feel I 
have come up with several great operations to offer 
you.  
 

With the economy in 
shambles, operators are 
struggling to attract 
clients. Literally every 
operator has contacted 
me to represent them. 
Some of these 
operations feature 
resort style swimming 
pools, deluxe lodging 

and open bar with premium liquors. However, at price 
tags ranging from $6,000 to $7,000, I quickly 

eliminated these operations for consideration, as I 
would not pay that kind of money for a peacock bass 
trip, unless I was guaranteed untouched lagoons 
teeming with 20-30 lb fish! 
 

Within this newsletter, I 
will feature three 
operations that I believe 
offer a great value, 
excellent fishing, remote 
locations and comfortable 
accommodations. These 
operations are capably 
owned by Marlon Otero, 
who is not someone who 
oversees his camps and 
yachts from his home in 
Barcelos, but is also a 

world class peacock bass angler. The personable 
Brazilian native and his crew offer more than 10 years 
of experience with clients from throughout the globe. 
Marlon was actually born on the banks of Arirarrá 
River (a Rio Negro tributary). As a young man, Marlon 
(seen in the photo above) and his brothers were 
forced to learn the behavior of the peacock bass and 
the best places to fish for them to help feed his family. 
Fortunately, today Marlon hunts for trophy peacock 
bass not for the table, but for his clients to catch and 
release.  I will represent other operations as well and 
some of you are already booked to these other 
operations. These are also quality operations.  
 
Marlon has allowed me very tight control of his 
operations. This is very important to me. If conditions 
are poor, we will cancel and reschedule the trip, or 
move you to a more productive location. My clients 
will have the top guides on their trip, most with at 
least 10 years experience with American anglers. We 
will provide most of the gear needed for your trip, so 
you do not have to lug cumbersome rod tubes and 
large tackle boxes. Only perishable lures, such as jigs 
will carry a service fee with this operation.   
 



While you might not have seen these operations 
featured on ESPN, the Outdoor Channel or Versus 
Network, there are many American anglers that have 
fished with Marlon and have asked me to keep him a 
secret so he will not be overwhelmed with new clients 
and take away from their fishing experiences.  

 
While scouting the Headwaters Safari Camp locations, 
Marlon and his crew landed a fish weighing in at 28 
lbs. Because he did not want to bring attention to the 
safari camp location, they let the fish swim away and 
did not attempt  to register it for a new world record.  

 
Ok, I realize that they are not the best fish 
photographers, but they do know how to find big fish. 
 

 Despite the slumping economy, this looks to be our 
busiest year since I have been in the peacock bass 
tour booking business ɀ some 20 years now. Whether 
you are a group desiring to fish together or a single 
angler looking to be paired up with another angler of 
similar skills and personality, please contact us for 
prime dates, as we have only just started to book and 
excellent weeks are still available. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

A peacock bass fishing 
ÁÄÖÅÎÔÕÒÅ ÔÏ "ÒÁÚÉÌȭÓ ÖÁÓÔ 
and untamed Amazon 
basin is truly one of the 
most memorable angling 
experiences found 
anywhere on the planet. 
For many, this will be the 
closest opportunity 
ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÅÖÅÒ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ 
encounter the unique 
sights, sounds and smells 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÌÁÒÇÅÓÔ 
rain forest. Peacock Bass 
Adventures desires to 

further intensify this unique jungle experience for our 
anglers far beyond what has traditionally been 
available with most outfitters.   
 
We desire to offer you an Amazon fishing adventure 
that will define the true jungle fishing experience. The 
Headwaters Safari operation will feature comfortable, 
remote floating, mobile, camps located in the 
headwaters of two rivers that cannot be accessed by 
any other outfitters. You will be fishing the scenic and 
fertile fishing waters of either the Rio Alegria (a 
remote headwaters tributary of the Cuini) or the Rio 
Araca (a remote headwaters tributary of the Demini). 
These spacious, comfortable land-based safari tents 
will offer you a genuine jungle feel, as you will enjoy 
tranquil nights nestled within the rainforest. These 
operations are mobile, affording the opportunity to 
fish new water, if necessary, each day. These two 
areas are totally inaccessible to yachts and require 
access by float plane. 
 



 
Each day, you will 
explore the pristine 
Rio Araca or Rio 
Alegria (depending 
on which camp you 
select) and their 

numerous hidden lagoons, oxbow lakes and other 
plentiful fish-holding structures with your experienced 
guide. The Rio Araca Headwaters Safari Camp is 
approximately 180 river miles north of the city of 
Barcelos. The camp is strategically located in relation 
to the best fishing spots.  The Rio Alegria Headwaters 
Safari Camp is located 280 miles northwest of 
Manaus. Our headwaters camps were designed to 
provide First Class accommodation and privacy for 
those preferring more adventurous settings and 
closer contact with the Amazon rain forest. These 
locations will offer the rare opportunity to fish pristine 
waters for trophy class peacock bass, far removed 
from the often crowded waters of the Rio Negro. 
These air-conditioned camps will soon set ÔÈÅ ȰÇÏÌÄ 
ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄȱ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÆÉÎÅ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÕÅ ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ !ÍÁÚÏÎ 
fishing adventure. 

 
Anglers will be treated to spacious, air-conditioned 
rooms aboard the completely mobile  barges, each 
offering a bathroom and shower facilities. Non-stop 
power generators ensure the electricity the camps. 
For your safety, we use filtered water (American Red 
Cross-approved method) to prepare food. 
Furthermore, you can count on laundry service.  
 
Since our groups are small, the bilingual host and his 
staff offer unique personalized hands-on attention. A 
satellite phone (a fee will apply) is just one of the 
ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÁÍÅÎÉÔÉÅÓȢ  7ÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ×ÏÎȭÔ ÆÉÎÄ ÁÒÅ ÍÁÎÙ 
annoying or biting insects. The rivers we fish and their 

tributaries have naturally-high tannin levels (from 
extensive leaf decay) which discourage the 
development of biting insects.  
 

You will be fishing 
main river structure, 
as well as a multitude 
of lakes, backwater 
bays and hidden 
lagoons. The typical 
fishing day is long (we 
figure you can rest 
back in the states) 
and runs from 6:30 
a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Anglers are paired 
two to a boat with an 
experienced Brazilian 
guide. The boats are 
21-feet long, have 
stabile raised casting 
decks, swivel seats, 
40-HP outboards and 

electric trolling motors. These boats can cruise over 
shallow sandbars and flats and get you into places 
that other, heavier, fiberglass boats cannot reach. The 
fishing boats will possess life jackets, first-aid kits, and 
an icebox for cold drinks and snacks.  
 
One of the most 
appealing and exciting 
aspects of fishing for 
peacock bass is their 
propensity for 
attacking surface lures 
and flies. The strike is 
so dramatic that you 
will be startled when 
the first few occur. 
Peacock bass fishing is 
very similar to 
largemouth bass fishing in the states. Both species 
ambush prey from cover and structure. Cast topwater 
plugs, jerkbaits, Banjo Minnows and jigs to stumps, 
shoreline blowdowns, points, creek mouths and 
sandbars. This region is most productive following the 
rainy season, as the rivers, creeks and lagoons recede 
and the fish are drawn out of the maze of trees, root 
systems and lush vegetation. Keep in mind that the 
productiveness of your peacock bass adventure is 
largely dictated by the water levels, and occasionally 
the rainy season fails to abide by schedules and may 
add mid-season downpours.  


