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DOC TALKéé 
A Message from Gary Laden       GOLD FEVER 

          Why You Want to Catch It  
IIITTTõõõSSS   BBBEEETTTTTTEEERRR   TTTOOO   BBBEEE   SSSAAAFFFEEE   TTTHHHAAANNN   SSSOOORRRRRRYYY      

UUUnnnfffooorrrtttuuunnnaaattteeelllyyy   ---   III   WWWaaasss   NNNooottt!!!!!!!!!   
   

As a physician and long-time booking 
agent, I have provided information 
regarding medical precautions and 
advisories for our clients and friend 
visiting such places as the Amazon 
and Africa for their fishing 
adventures. I am sorry to say that I 
failed to practice what I have 
preached and I fell victim to the H1Ni 

virus or Swine Flu. When the H1N1 vaccination was available to 
me and the entire staff at our medical center, I scoffed at the 
notion. I take precautions when around sick individuals. I wash 
my hands 50 times a day. I am a self-admitted clean freak and 
germaphobe. We had just returned from a fantastic 
Mediterranean cruise and I ended up getting sick from this 
virulent flu, knocking me on my butt for four days and needing 2-
1/2 weeks to get over this illness. I will not be so foolish to ignore 
the vaccination for this or any preventable illness in the future.  
 

While the chances of 
becoming ill from a fishing trip 
are remote, illnesses like 
malaria and yellow fever have 
and will occur to those visiting 
areas where these diseases 
are prevalent. I ask all of you 
taking a trip this season, 
whether it is through my 

company or another agency, to do what I say and not what I 
have done ɀ get your vaccines. Any angler visiting Brazil this year 
should take prophylactic oral medication for malaria, receive the 
Hepatitis A vaccine, Yellow Fever vaccine and Typhoid vaccine.  
 

Doc 

 

When I announced that we would be 
representing the fantastic trophy golden 
dorado fishery called La Zona, interest was 
generated like I have not seen since we first 
started sending anglers to Venezuela for 
peacock bass in 1990.  

La Zona is one of the few places on earth, if 
not the only place, where the chances of 
landing a 40 lb dorado are a possibility on 
each trip and 20 lb fish are becoming 
commonplace.  
 

This fishery is truly in its infancy, as less than 
200 anglers have had the fortunate 
opportunity to prospect for gold under the 
Salto Grande Dam on the Uraguay River in 
Argentina for these monstrous dorados.  If 
you truly want to experience what can be 
best described as a virgin trophy fishery, 
please do so in the next two years, before 
this catch-and-release highly restrictive 
fishery becomes better known within the 
circles of traveling anglers. In this 
newsletter, I will focus on some of the lures 
and techniques for landing trophy golden 
dorados at La Zona.   



TACKLE FOR LA ZONA DORADO 

The giant golden dorado of 

La Zona will furiously attack 

either lure or fly, the 

ensuing battle, in many 

instances, resulting in 

broken rods, stripped reels, 

open split rings, destroyed 

hooks and shredded lures. 

We will now outline the 

type of tackle that an 

angler visiting La Zona 

would need for optimal 

fishing success, including rods, reels, line, lures and 

terminal tackle. As there is little fishing tackle 

available at La Zona, we advise bringing an adequate 

selection of tackle to use for four days of fishing. 

Remember, since there are no charter flights involved, 

you are only limited by international airline regulations 

on the weight of your luggage.  

Reels 

A quality baitcasting reel for 

the giant dorados of La Zona 

should feature a smooth drag, 

high speed retrieve, large line 

capacity, and top notch gears. 

Anything else will be 

destroyed by the powerful runs of the dorado. The 

reel should be able to spool at least 150 yards of 80 to 

100 lbs braided line. For those with limited fishing 

experience using braided line, it is recommended that 

you first spool approximately 30 to 50 yards of 

monofilament line which will lessen problems such as 

the braided line burying itself. Some of the better 

baitcasting reels recommended include the Abu 

Garcia Record, Shimano Curado 300, Calcutta 400, 

and Daiwa Coastal baitcasters.  

A light saltwater style spinning 

reel capable of holding 200 yards 

of 40 lb braid will be effective in 

fishing lighter lures and jigs. The 

spinning reels must possess a 

flawless drag system and have 

durable gears. 

Rods 

 

The most effective type of rod to use at La Zona is a 

quality 6ft 6inch heavy action baitcasting rod, such as 

the Pete Maina Musky Rod. These rods adequately 

allow you to cast heavy lures to 3 ounces. One does 

ÎÏÔ ÎÅÅÄ ÍÕÃÈ ÔÉÐ ÁÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ×ÏÒË ÔÈÅ ÌÕÒÅÓ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÎÅÅÄ 

to use at La Zona, so make sure the rods are stout 

enough to battle these fierce gamefish. Make sure 

you check with the airline regulations on the 

maximum length a rod case can be for checked 

baggage as many of the airlines have recently 

changed their maximum length allowed. Regarding 

spinning rods, 6-1/2 to 7 foot MH action rods are 

recommended for the trophy golden dorados of La 

Zona. 

Line 

Braided line is a 

must to handle 

the La Zona 

dorado. There 

are numerous 

razor sharp rocks located in the 

Uruguay River which can cut through ones 

monofilament line like butter. Braided line allows for 

greater line capacity than monofilament due to its 

thin diameter and high break strength. However, 

braided line knots are difficult to tie and have a high 

degree of slippage. It is recommended that you allow 

your guide to tie all knots regardless of your 

experience with braided line. When spooling your 

braided line, you can reduce the braid from burying 

into itself and prevent drag failure by using about 30 

yards of monofilament as backing. A few of the better 

braided lines on the market include PowerPro and 

Suffix. Bob Daly has used both in the 80lbs and 100 lbs 

test and has found both of them very effective when 

battling giant dorados. For spinning gear, consider 

using 40 lb line rigged on your spinning reels.  When 

using braided line, remember to bring along special 

scissors which can cut through the braid. Regular line 

cutters are ineffective when using braided line.  



LURES FOR TROPHY DORADO AT LA ZONA 

An experienced 

angler will recognize 

the fact that while 

there might be 

certain lures and 

techniques that are 

unique to a fishery or 

fish species, he will 

ÁÌÓÏ ÂÅ ÓÁÖÖÙ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ÔÏ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ÏÎÅȭÓ ÌÕÒÅ 

selection can change from day to day. This is also true 

of La Zona, where fishing conditions are totally 

dependent upon water flow of the Salto Grande Dam. 

Therefore, the depth of the river and flow of the 

current can change from day to day, or possibly even 

during the course of a day and anglers and the astute 

La Zona guides will recognize this fact and adjust 

accordingly.  

There are a few tackle shops in Concordia. Should you 

need any fishing equipment either ask the guides or 

lodge managers to purchase them for you. 

Occasionally, the lodge sells some local fishing lures 

such as CUCU lures which are excellent.  

While we generally 

discourage anglers 

from bringing a 

suitcase full of lures 

at most our fisheries 

in South America, 

the same cannot be 

advised for La Zona, 

where these 

monstrous and 

vicious dorados can 

quickly mangle even the best designed and well 

manufactured lures, to the point of rendering them 

unfishable. So, we advise to error on the side of more 

lures than less at this fishery. Coordinate with your 

fishing partners to keep the cost of needless 

duplication of lures down, however. All lures 

purchased, with the exception of the KLures dorado 

plugs, need to have the hooks and split rings replaced 

(see terminal tackle for more details). 

 

TOPWATER LURES 

 Prop Baits 

When the water levels 

at La Zona are low, the 

dorados tend to 

position themselves 

within, around and 

behind large rocks and 

boulders, ready to ambush baitfish or small dorado. 

Dorados are not the vicious topwater biters such as 

the peacock bass. Casting a propeller lure such as the 

+ ,ÕÒÅÓ 0ÅÁÃÏÃË 2ÉÐÐÅÒ ȰChicoȱ is a prime propeller 

bait lure when the water is low and the dorados are 

feeding at the surface.  

 Inline Buzz Baits 

Again, when faced with 

low or no generation 

at the dam and low 

water conditions and 

exposed boulders, Bob 

Daly and Kermett 

Adams have 

collaborated to design the new BDȭÓ ɉ"ÏÂ $ÁÌÙɊ 

Clacker Buzz to offer dorado anglers a lure that would 

make plenty of surface commotion, yet would be 

relatively easy to work across the surface with a rapid 

retrieve on the eddy formed behind boulders and rock 

piles and along eddies adjacent to fast moving water. 

The BD Clacker Buzz is made of Eastern red cedar, 

whose body is 3 inches long. The overall length of the 

lure including the wooden body and buzz blade is 5.75 

inches. The weight of lure is 1.75 oz. There is a through 

wire constructed with .060 steel wire.  The two-piece 

aluminum buzz blade is 2.25 inches wide. It is rigged 

with 1/0 ST-66TN Owner trebles are attached 

with super strong #6 SS 3 coil split rings. The belly 

hook is attached through belly grommet with a 320 lb. 

rated Spro swivel. The entire key is to cast the lure 

behind the boulders and immediately start the 

retrieve. Strikes come close to the rocks, so you have 

the make accurate casts in the strike zone.  

 



Walking Stick Baits 

This lure, as well as 

others in this 

category, is most 

effective when you 

impart what is 

referred to as the 

Ȱ×ÁÌË ÔÈÅ ÄÏÇȱ 

retrieve (see diagram below)Ȣ 4ÈÅ Ȱ×ÁÌË ÔÈÅ ÄÏÇȱ 

technique involves a coordinated series of wrist snaps 

with the reel palming hand - while at the same time 

retrieving line with the reel retrieving hand - that 

causes the Spook to dart and dash back and forth on 

the surface and offers a very enticing action. 

When a stick-bait, like the Super Spook, Hotdog by 

Klures, Bomber Walkie Talkie, Evergreen Inspire and 

3ÁÍÍÙ ΣΤΪȟ ÉÓ Ȱ×ÁÌËÅÄȱ ÐÒÏÐÅÒÌÙȟ ÉÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÄÁÒÔ ÁÎÄ 

dance with an enticing side-to-side action as shown in 

the diagram above. Experiment using various (faster 

and slower) retrieves to determine which one the 

dorados are keying in on. The best action is 

accomplished with the rod tip pointing towards the 

×ÁÔÅÒȭÓ ÓÕÒÆÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÏÎÌÙ ÕÓÉÎÇ ÙÏÕÒ ×ÒÉÓÔÓ ÔÏ ÓÕÂÔÌÙ 

cause the lure to dart from side to side. This is a 

technique that definitely should be practiced at home, 

long before you make your first cast at La Zona.    

Walking the Dog 

 

The walking stock baits are most effective under low 

water conditions, especially near rocks and boulders, 

but will still produce in slack water next to the fast 

current. It is almost impossible to effectively walk this 

lure in fast current. A rattle in a walking stick bait 

seems to draw more attention from aggressive 

dorados than one without them.  

 

 

SUBSURFACE LURES 

 Shallow Running Lures 

Two lures have 

emerged as prime 

shallow running 

plugs for golden 

dorado. Designed by 

Kermett Adams of 

Klures and dorado 

specialist Bob Daly, 

these five inch, two ounce plugs will run in the two to 

three foot depth range. They are excellent crankbaits 

to use around both visible and submerged boulders. 

 The Grand Slam and 

Daly Diver both offer 

an internal wire that 

runs the length of 

the lure is .062 SS. 

The belly hook is 

attached to the 

thru-wire with a 370 

lb. rated Spro swivel. They have metal bills and strong 

hooks and split rings that do not need replacing.  The 

savvy guides might have you casting these lures to 

areas where you cannot visualize the boulders, but 

they know the location of them even under high 

water conditions. 

The Rapala F 

Mag 18 are 

seven-inch, 1-1/2 

ounce shallow 

running plugs 

that are definite 

top producers of 

trophy dorados 

when the turbines are not running and when casted 

around the rocks and boulders. They run from 2-4 feet 

deep. 

 

 
 
 
 



Casting Spoons 

When faced with low 

or no generation at the 

dam and low water 

conditions and 

exposed boulders, it is prudent to consider casting 

spoons, such as the Cabelas 5-1/2 inch, 2-1/4 ounce 

Canadian spoons in and around the exposed or 

submerged boulders. Use a rapid retrieve to allow the 

enticing wobbling action given off by these spoons. 

We suggest replacing the split ring with ones 

discussed under the terminal tackle section and 

adding a single heavy duty circle style hook.   

Spinnerbaits 

Large double 

willowleaf spinnerbaits, 

such as the 1-1/4-ounce 

Boss Mini-Me 

spinnerbait by SOB 

Fishing Products, have 

only recently been 

recognized as an excellent lure for targeting trophy 

dorados at La Zona.   As with most shallow running 

lures at La Zona, cast these spinnerbaits around the 

back end of boulders and rockpiles and use a fast 

retrieve to create plenty of flash. The Gold Holoflash 

color (see image above) very closely resembles the 

sabalo, the preferred forage species for dorados on 

the feed. Fire tiger would also be a productive for the 

dorados.    

 

Intermediate Running Lures 

To date, intermediate depth crankbaits, as the Rapala 

Super Shad Rap and the Cabelas Super Rad Shad have 

probably accounted for landing more La Zona giant 

dorado than any other type of lures. These lures are 

ÅÆÆÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ Ȱ:ÏÎÅȱȢ #ÁÓÔÉÎÇ ÎÅØÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 

dam walls with a steady retrieve often produces 

violent strikes.  

The Cabelas Super 

Rad Shad is made 

of hard plastic 

whereas the Rapala 

Super Shad Rap 

(seen at left) is 

made of hard 

wood. They are 5-

1/2 inches and weigh 1-5/8 ounce. They both offer an 

enticing intermediate wobble during the retrieve and 

run from 5-9 feet in depth.  

The Cabelas 

Super Rad Shad 

(seen at left) 

model is slightly 

heavier, longer, 

and dives slightly 

deeper. Casting these lures around submerged rocks 

is very effective with a fast retrieve. Remember to 

change the split rings and hooks on these lures. 

 

The CuCu Shorty lure is 

a handcrafted lure 

that is individually 

hand-sanded and air 

brush painted with 

top quality water 

based paints. These are, historically, the most 

effective trolling lures at La Zona in the black and fire 

tiger color patterns. These lures are six-inches in 

length and weigh two ounces. They will run 5-15 feet 

on a cast and slightly deeper when trolled. 

 

 



Deep Diving Lures 

Lures such as the 

CD18 Magnum 

Rapala (seen at 

left) are effective 

when casting into 

the turbulent 

waters which are produced when the dam turbines 

are running. Cast these deep diving lures into the fast 

current and allow them to be washed downstream 

until your guide has advised you that sufficient line 

has been free-spooled out. Engage the reel and let the 

current push against the lip of this lure and get it to 

sink and swim with an enticing wobbling action. It is 

important to hold your rod tightly, as you feel the 

thumping of the lure against the current. The strikes 

are very vicious and often account for rods going 

overboard when anglers were not paying close 

attention or firmly holding the rods. Dorados like to 

stage next to the fast water to feed on any food being 

washed down from the fast flow. When you no longer 

feel the thumping, this means that your lure has 

washed into a calm area, so retrieve and repeat the 

process again. This lure is excellent when trolling 

becomes necessary due to high water conditions 

under the dam. 

 Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÔÅÃÈÎÉÑÕÅ 

is a killer on 

ÔÒÏÐÈÙ ÄÏÒÁÄÏÓȟȱ 

points out Bob 

$ÁÌÙȢ Ȱ)Î ÍÁÎÙ 

cases, you will 

get a strike on 

every cast, 

holding your lure 

in the current, but these fish are very hard to hook, so 

the land to strike ratio is probably two in 10. $ÏÎȭÔ ÂÅ 

discouraged, however, as you will have plenty of 

opportunity to land trophy dorados at La Zona.ȱ  

 

 

 

 

The Rapala X 

Rap Mag 30 

(seen at left) is 

the lure of 

choice when the 

river is high and other shallower techniques fail to 

produce. When the turbines are running and the 

current flow is rapid, cast these deep diving lures into 

the fast current and allow them to be washed 

downstream until your guide has advised you that 

sufficient line has been free-spooled out. Engage the 

reel and let the current push against the lip of this lure 

and get it to sink and swim with an enticing wobbling 

action. It is important to hold your rod very tightly, as 

you feel the thumping of the lure against the current. 

The strikes are very vicious and often account for rods 

going overboard when anglers were not paying close 

attention or firmly holding the rods. Dorados like to 

stage next to the fast water to feed on any food being 

washed down from the fast flow. When you no longer 

feel the thumping, this means that your lure has 

washed into a calm area, so retrieve and repeat the 

process again. It is an excellent trolling lure as well.  

JIGS 

A very good lure to 

use when faced with 

high water levels are 

bucktail jigs. Bring 

bucktail jigs from 1 

ounce to 3 ounces. Effective jigs include the Cabelas 

Advanced Bucktail Jigs and SPRO Prime Bucktail Jigs. 

The jigs are most effective when worked in a vertical 

fashion along dam walls. They will also produce when 

using the swimming action like you would when 

peacock bass fishing under lower water conditions 

around the rocks and boulders.  

Bob Daly has 

experienced increased 

success when fishing 

bucktail jigs when he adds a soft plastic twister single 

tail in either white or red colors (see below for red six 

inch plastic twister tail grub), such as the Mister 

4×ÉÓÔÅÒ Ψȱ ÓÏÆÔ ÐÌÁÓÔÉÃ ÔÁÉÌȢ   

 


