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DOC TALKéé 
A Message from Gary Laden 
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A philosophical angler once stated 
that the allure of angling is the 
pursuit of what is elusive, yet 
attainable. In addition to offering the 
allure of pursuing peacock bass in 
Brazil or Venezuela, we believe our 
fishing expeditions will provide you 
with much more than the attainable 
goal of catching fish. We believe that 

there's no better way to escape the constant pressures of daily 
life and hectic work schedules than through a fishing adventure. 
 
While the memories of trophy fish will certainly be smething for 
you to talk about for years to come, the enjoyment of spending a 
week in the Amazon with family, friends and love ones will be 
something etched in your mind forever.  
 

I canȭt wait until my 20 month 
old grand-daughter Ava  
(seen in the photo at left) 
becomes a bit older for me to 
take her to the pond to catch 
her first fish with her 
ȰPoppy.ȱ This will be a great 
experience for both of us. If 
the Lord will allow me the 
strength to be able to take 
her fishing in about 14 more 
years, I would love to see her 
face when she hooks into a 
peacock bass.  

 
 
 

If any combination of father, mother, 
grandfather or grandmother ever desires to 
bring a child or grandchild with them on one 
of our fishing adventure, I will always deduct 
10% off the package price of their trip. 
 
7ÅȭÌÌ hope we could be the catalyst for you 
to experience new destinations for you and 
your familyȢ 7ÅȭÌÌ ÅØÐÏÓÅ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ Á ×ÉÄÅ 
variety of people, places and different 
ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅÓȢ 7ÅȭÌÌ ÈÅÌÐ ÙÏÕ ÂÏÎÄ ×ÉÔÈ a special 
client; rekindle an old friendship; share the 
spirit of fishing with your family or just enjoy 
a trip with your good fishing buddies.  

The peacock bass 2010-11 season is now upon 
us. We are enjoying the highest booking rate 
since I have been in the business for the past 
20 years. 
 
Prime space is still available. Contact us for 
the fishing trip of a lifetime and enjoy it with 
friends, family and loved ones. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Since the mid 1980ôs, an ever-

increasing number of anglers 

[including two former United 

States presidents] have trekked to 

the Amazon watershed of Brazil 

and Venezuela to target the 

peacock bass, a freshwater 

species some suggest is the  most 

exciting freshwater gamefish on 

earth! 

 
THE INCREDIBLE PEACOCK BASS  
 

)Ô ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÔÅ ΣΫΧΡȭÓ ÏÒ 
ÅÁÒÌÙ ȬΨΡȭÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ 
accounts of peacock bass 
were told by the late Field 
and Stream editor A.J. 
McClane. His text 
described huge, hump-
backed fish that had a 
resemblance to the North 
American largemouth bass, 
but were much larger and 
were ornately colored. 
McClane referred to those 
fish as pavón, the local 
Venezuelan name, which 
loosely translated to 
ȰÐÅÁÃÏÃËȱ ÉÎ %ÎÇÌÉÓÈȢ 3ÏÍÅ 
ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ȰÂÁÓÓȱ 

moniker was either added to peacock by Florida Fish and Game 
personnel that were involved in the early stocking programs, or 
perhaps an American fishing tour operator, believing that not 
ÍÁÎÙ ȰÇÒÉÎÇÏȱ ÁÎÇÌÅÒÓ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÒÁÖÅÌÉÎÇ ÔÏ South 
America to catch  a fish called pavón (Venezuela) or tucunare 
(Brazil).  
 
In actuality, the peacock bass is not a member of the bass family 
at all. It is just one of some 1,600 plus members of family of fish 
called cichlids. There are some striking similarities to the 
largemouth bass, such as basic body contour, cavernous mouth, 
ravenous appetite and a strong propensity to attack prey and 
fishing lures with a ferocity that is more reminiscent of much 
larger fish. One striking difference, immediately apparent is that 
the peacock bass is much more vividly colored in varying shades 
of green, blue, orange and gold.  
 

Ȱ$ÏÎȭÔ ÌÅÔ ÔÈÉÓ Ȭ&ÁÎcy $ÁÎȭ 
ÁÐÐÅÁÒÁÎÃÅ ÆÏÏÌ ÙÏÕȟȱ ÓÁÙÓ ÁÕÔÈÏÒ 
and National Freshwater Fishing Hall 
of Fame angler Spence Petros 
ɉÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÄ ÁÔ ÌÅÆÔɊȢ Ȱ4ÈÅ ÐÅÁÃÏÃË ÂÁÓÓ 
is much more aggressive than the 
largemouth, often pursuing lures or 
prey larger than itself. Peacocks 
routinely break lines, shatter rods and 
destroy tackle that would subdue the 

toughest largemouth bass. The peacock bass has evolved and 
actually flourishes in an environment that possesses vast schools 

of vicious piranhas, giant Amazon catfish the 
size of Volkswagens, 12-foot long armor-
scaled pirarucus, alligators and an 
assortment of other unsavory characters 
that possess fangs, stingers, toxins and 
never-ending appetitÅÓȢȱ 

! ÂÌÁÃË ÃÉÒÃÕÌÁÒ ȰÅÙÅ ÓÐÏÔȱ ɀ dramatically 
rimmed in fluorescent gold ɀ at the base of 
the tail fin (see photo above) is a common 
characteristic shared by all species of 
ÐÅÁÃÏÃË ÂÁÓÓȢ )Ô ÉÓ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÉÓ ȰÅÙÅ ÓÐÏÔȱ 
resembles that found on the tail plume of 
the peacock fowl and perhaps this is the 
reason that South American anglers referred 
to this fish as pavón or peacock.  It has been 
postulated that this eye spot is a defense 
mechanism to deceive larger fish species in 
search of a meal. Fish with these eye spots 
are much more likely to survive a bite to the 
false eye to its tail than it would to the 
anatomic eyes situated on its head ɀ a 
targeted site by larger prey species. Another 
unique difference between peacock bass 
and their North American counterparts is 
that both female and male fish can reach 
trophy proportions.  In largemouth bass, the 
female of the species grows the largest. 
 
One differentiating anatomical characteristic 
between male and female peacock bass is 
that male peacock bass develop a prominent 
hump (see image next page) on their head 
during the spawn, its purpose the source of 
much speculation. Some suggest this hump 
might serve as a natural weapon, used as a 
battering ram when engaged in battle with 
other males and to protect fry and territory. 
Others suggest that this is a source of 
protein or fat used to feed developing fry. 
Dr. Kirk Winemiller, a Texas A & M fisheries 



Notice the bump on the head of this large male spawning peacock 

bass. It is called the nuchal hump, its purpose the source of much 

speculation by fisheries biologists. 

 

Tucunare Acu or 

Barred Peacock Bass 

biologist and peacock bass expert, suggests that it is a hormonal 
induced structure that might make the male more appealing to 
the females of the species such as the mane of a large male lion.  

 
During your peacock bass fishing adventure to Brazil, you will 
likely catch three or four species of peacock bass. We will now 
introduce you to the various species you will likely identify during 
the course of your fishing trip to Brazil. 
 
Species Identification 
 

Americans refer to them as peacock 
bass, but you will not find this moniker 
in the vocabulary of the average South 
American angler. It is estimated that 
some 3,500 American anglers visit 
South America each year to fish for this 

fantastic freshwater gamefish. 
 

Brazilians refer to this hard fighting 
cichlid as tucunaré, an Indian derived 
name. It is pronounced too-coo-na-ray.  
It is the second national freshwater 
sportfish of Brazil behind the golden 
river dorado.  

 
Venezuelans know the peacock bass as 
pavon, loosely translated to peacock. It is 
pronounced pa-vone. Venezuela was 
probably the first country to introduce 
American anglers to the peacock bass.  
 

 
 
 

The barred peacock 
bass, scientific name 
(ichla temensis, called 
tucunare acu in Brazil; 
banded; striped; three 
bar or black barred 
peacock, is dusky 
green on the dorsal 
surface, blending to a 
golden or greenish yellow on its sides. It is 
characterized by three black vertical bars 
along each side, and black irregular patches 
situated behind the eye on the cheek 
(opercula). The presence of these cheek 
patches will almost always distinguish it 
from the butterfly peacock bass, of which 
certain variants of this species can often 
resemble the barred peacock. This species 
can grow in excess of 27 pounds.  
 

There is no 
debate that the 
cichla temensis 
(both the 
speckled and 
barred variety) 
reaches the 
largest size. Fish 

weighing between 12 and 20 pounds (and 
larger) are regularly caught while fishing 
with our Brazilian operations. It is the barred 
version of cichla temensis, not the speckled, 
that will possesses the prominent nuchal 
hump. 
 

The speckled 
peacock bass 
(cichla temensis), 
called tucunare 
paca in Brazil, is 
found in the 
Amazon River 
basin in the Rio 
Negro and Uatumã 
River drainages; 
Orinoco River 

basin in Venezuela and Colombia. This 
species possesses three dark vertical bars 
(becoming more distinct and defined with 
age), as well as four to six rows of white or 
pale yellow spots or broken lines, running in 
horizontal rows along the length of their 
bodies. Brazilian peacock bass expert Dieter 



Tucunare Borboleta 

 

Tucunare Paca or  
Speckled Peacock Bass 

 

 

Tucunare Amerelo 

Kelber states that the spawning male cichla temensis does not 
demonstrate this speckling pattern. In addition, he also points 
out that the male version of cichla temensis with the prominent 
nuchal hump will not demonstrate the obvious white or pale 
yellow speckling pattern like the barred cichla temensis.   
 

This species of peacock 
bass also possesses cheek 
(opercula) blotching. 
Many experienced 
peacock anglers believe 
that this is the most 
powerful of the species.  
Seek out speckled 
peacock bass on points, 
sand bars and as isolated 

fish around rocky shoals. Fisheries scientists and the 
International Gamefish Association (IGFA) consider this the same 
species as the barred peacock.  
 

The butterfly  peacock bass 
(cichla orinocensis), also 
referred to as  the Orinoco 
peacock bass; tucunare 
borboleta (Brazil), or pavon 
Orinoco (Venezuela), can be 
distinguished from other 
peacock bass species by 
three black circular spots 

(called rosettes) along each side of the body. This fish is most 
commonly found in the black waters of Orinoco and Amazon 
River basin. They like to be near rocky and wood structure of 
slow flowing waters, as you will find in rivers like the Rio Negro, 
Unini, Uatumã, Orinoco and Ventuari.  
 

These fish tend to school and 
when you catch one, there is 
likely to be others that can be 
caught by your partner with a 
quick, well placed cast to the 
spot that yielded your fish.  
Depending on the water 
clarity and conditions you are 

fishing, you might be fortunate to land butterfly peacock bass 
that will demonstrate brightly colored blue fins. This species will 
grow up to 10 pounds, however most are between two and five 
pounds that are regularly caught by anglers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The yellow peacock 
bass or cichla 
monoculus, also 
known as tucunaré 
amarelo, popoca or 

botão is predominantly yellow with three 
black bars in each side of the body. The bars 
start from the base of the dorsal fins and 
ends at the middle of the lateral body. The 
black blotching on the opercula (cheek 
region) is not present in this species. Some 
of the fish have spots in the anal fins. When 
they live in deep or stained waters the 
yellow colors change to a dark brown.  
 

This species 
can attain 
weights of 6 
to 8 pounds, 
but most on 
the Rio Negro 
average 2 to 4 

pounds. They are found in the Amazon, 
Araguaia and Tocantins rivers besides 
others. They were also introduced into 
several hydropower lakes, outside the 
Amazonas Region, in Brazil, Panama, Puerto 
Rico and Florida. 
 
Although the 
fish depicted 
at right is 
representative 
of the typical 
peacock bass 
described in 
texts and 
magazines, you now have been introduced 
to the differences in the appearance 
between the many species of peacock bass, 
as well as differences even among the same 
species. Although they possess unique 
physical characteristics, all peacock bass will 
present a worthy adversary to the angler 
visiting Brazil. Your guide will introduce you 
to the various species of peacock bass 
during your visit to the Amazon. Consider 
printing this section on peacock bass 
identification to bring on the water to use as 
a handy field guide to identify the various 
fish you will be catching.  
 
 



Points with the added benefit of cover, such 

as fallen trees or stumps are outstanding 

areas to locate and catch big peacock bass. 

The well equipped 

angler will have 

(from top to bottom 

at left), a split ring 

pliers, braided line 

cutter and needle 

nosed pliers for 

their peacock bass 

trip to Brazil. 

 

 
An angler visiting 
the Amazon 
should pack a 
few fishing 
accessories and 
terminal tackle 
items that will 
enhance your 
percentage of 
landing trophy peacock bass. Four 

items are essential to be added to your packing list and include: 
rust-resistance, needle-nose pliers for removing hooks and for 
tuning propellers; split ring pliers and scissors capable of cutting 
braided line. 
 
We have found that the EZE-
LAP diamond impregnated 
hook hone (seen at right) is a 
very handy, wonderful hook 
sharpener that will fit in the 
breast pocket of any fishing 
shirt or worn around ones neck 
on a lanyard. Over the past 
three years, we have experimented with bleeding treble hooks, 
basically blood-red colored hooks that might mimic the 
appearance of the fiery red flared gills of a feeding gamefish or 
perhaps gives the appearance of a wounded bleeding baitfish.  
 

Consider using a 
Double-Lok snap 
(size 6 - 120-lb 
break strength 

from Stamina Tackle) to allow for rapid 
lure change. These stronger snaps will not 
pull apart. Remove the split ring at the line 
tie on the nose of the lure and add the Double-Lok snap to the 
line tie. They do not take away from lure action and, in fact, 
might enhance it.  Also, consider a reel lubricant, Super glue and 
replacement rod tips and guides. 
  

One of the most practical items to 
bring on your trip is a water-proof 
duffle bag. This can serve as your 
airplane carry-on bag and then used 
as your tackle and gear boat bag on 
your trip. It will keep cameras dry and 

other items that might get ruined from occasional downpours. 
(Check out the waterproof store for lots of great selections for 
these bags). 
 

PEACOCK BASS STRATEGIES: 

 
Points consist of both visible (above the 
water) or submerged (shallow or 
deepwater) extensions of land, rocks, sand 
or gravel. The best points are situated with 
deep water relatively close to them. In the 
Amazon, or on some South American lakes, 
deep water is a relative term, as it may mean 
six feet or might mean a drop to 25 feet. 
Deep, in this case, means a significant 
change from the shallow water near the 
point or the drop-off on the sides of the 
point. Peacock bass tend to hold on the 
deep-water drop-offs of points. From these 
deeper water edges, they can either move 
shallow (up onto the point) to attack schools 
of baitfish, or they may migrate to deeper 
water in the presence of changing weather 
condition or danger. Points with cover 
(rocks, brush, stumps, etc. and /or standing 
timber), as depicted in the photo above, will 
usually out-produce those that are baron or 
featureless in nature. 
 
 
 

ARCHIVED NEWSLETTERS 
 
For those that might have missed any of our 
semi-monthly newsletters, or perhaps have 
only just recently been added to the 
newsletter list, all previous issues are now 
archived at our website. Visit 
peacockbassadventures.com and click on 
the newsletter icon to review previous 
newsletters.  

At left, is a size 6 

(120 pound break 

strength) Double-

Lok snap that is an 

extremely strong, 

effective tool for 

affixing line to 

different lures.  


