
 

 

 

 
 Online Newsletter Issue 2               Exclusively for the Peacock Bass Angler 
 
 

DOC TALKéé 
A Message from Gary Laden 

 
 REWARDS FOR YOUR REFERRALS 

 

We greatly appreciate 
the referral of new 
clients from our 
existing loyal clients.  
We decided to reward 
those clients that have 
thought enough of our 
services and the 
operations that we 

represent to refer friends, family and angling 
buddies to us.  
 

For every new client 
that you refer to us 
(new client being 
defined as someone 
that has not traveled 
with us previously) we 
will offer you your 
choice of a Dink Alston Goldrush custom 3-piece 
travel rod (in your option of casting or spinning) or 
two tropical weight, long-sleeved vented fishing 
ÓÈÉÒÔÓȢ $ÉÎËȭÓ ÒÏÄÓ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÒ ÔÒÁÖÅÌ ÒÏÄÓ 
for anglers traveling to South America for peacock 
bass. It is comforting to have your rods packed in a 
small tube aboard flights to South America, 
knowing that they will, in fact, reach the foreign 
fishing destination when you do. 
 

There are no strings attached to this offer. When 
deposits are sent to the office with the trip 
reservation form, we request that you advise the 
future client to write your name in the area that 
asks who referred them to us. We will contact you 
shortly thereafter and ask if you prefer the rod or 
the shirts. This rewards offer is good for the entire 
2010 winter fishing season and there are no limits 
on how many rods or shirts you can earn.         

KUDOS TO KLURES 

 

Two years ago, I sent an email of introduction to 
Kermett Adams, a custom, hand-crafted, lure 
designer in Fresno, California.  
 

I had enquired 
about his interest 
in making a few 
baits for peacock 
bass. Kermett 

was certainly up to the challenge, now producing 
some of the finest topwater lures that I have ever 
fished with for peacock bass, including his Peacock 
Ripper propeller bait (shown above); September 
Pop popping plug and 2ÁÔÔÌÉÎȭ $ÏÇ ɀ the only wood 
walking stick bait designed with loud rattles.  All 
KLures are hand crafted with premium grade 
eastern red cedar.  
 

The wooden lure 
bodies are sealed prior 
to painting for 
durability. Color coat is 
lacquer and the lures 
are finished with a 
durable clear coat. 
Kermett rigs all of his 
lures with top quality 
components and they 
are ready to fish right out of the box. His color 
patterns are incredible (see above for a sampling 
of some of his creations). He personally tunes each 
propeller for maximum turbulence prior to 
shipping. For more information on any of 
+ÅÒÍÅÔÔȭÓ ÏÕÔÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÌÕÒÅÓȟ ÖÉÓÉÔ ÈÉÓ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ ÁÔȡ 
Klures.com 



Your trip host, Ian-Arthur 

Sulocki (above), knows the 

patterns and techniques 

required to catch peacock 

bass. He is a noted 

lecturer, author and 

teacher of fishing 

techniques and is eager to 

show you some unique 

fisheries in Brazil. 

 

CHRIS CAGLE NAMED GROUP & 
INCENTIVE SALES DIRECTOR 

 

Long-time client and fanatic peacock bass angler 
Chris Cagle has joined the Peacock Bass 
Adventures staff as our new group and incentive 
sales director. Cagle, (seen in the photo above, at 
right), has an extensive background in 
management and marketing from his days as one 
of the Atlanta areaȭs long-time real estate 
developers. He has now parlayed his love of 
fishing, especially for the peacock bass, into a new 
career that will create new challenges after semi-
retirement from the building industry. Chris will 
handle group sales and marketing to angling clubs, 
groups and organizations. He has extensive 
knowledge of Brazil and all of our operations. He 
will also lead many of these groups on their angling 
adventures to South America. He is one of the 
most energetic and enthusiastic individuals I have 
ever met. My introduction to Chris was as a client. 
However, he soon became addicted to peacock 
bass fishing and this new position will allow him to 
share his enthusiasm for this sport with others. To 
contact Chris, you can reach him at: 
Chris@peacockbassadventures.com   

 

THE BANJO IS STRUMMING UP 
EXCITEMENT FOR PEACOCK BASS 

 

The next time you are 
flipping through the 
channels on the TV and 
hear the familiar 
strumming banjo music 
of the Banjo Minnow 

fishing lure infomercial, pay attention to several 
scenes featuring the Banjo Minnow tempting 
several trophy peacock bass. Banjo Minnow 
inventor Wayne Hockmeyer was blown away 
during his first trip to the Amazon and has now 
promoted his lure, and rightly so, as a must-have 
lure for peacock bass. See: Banjominnowstore.com 

FEATURED OPERATION:  
Yacht Kalua, Manaus Brazil  

The Yacht Kalua is capably managed by world-
renowned bi-lingual angler Ian-Arthur Sulocki. Born 
in Rio de Janeiro, Ian is not simply a trip host, but a 
serious angler with a life-long passion for fishing. 
He is a seven time surfcasting state champion, 
three-time Brazilian surfcasting champion and has 
won a host of Brazilian fishing tournaments. He 
knows where the fish are and the best techniques 
to advise Yacht Kalua clients to catch them.  
 

Ian has participated in a 
host of TV fishing shows 
in Brazil and 4 of them 
with Jose Wejebe of 
%30.ȭÓ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÒ Spanish 
Fly series. He works as a 
fishing consultant for 
the Brazilian Program of 
Fishing Development, a 
UNDP Program in 
cooperation with 
IBAMA, Brazilian Federal 
Environment Agency. 
Ian-Arthur is an IGFA 
representative in Brazil 
(since 2004) and he also 
possesses some all-
tackle records. He is 
prepared to host foreign 
anglers and is eager to 

show them how to catch trophy peacock bass. 
"Our mission is to be relentless in the pursuit of 
trophy tucunare and other Amazon giants," says 
Ian-Arthur. "We are first and foremost fishermen 
ourselves, so we understand the dynamics of 
catching trophy peacocks."  
 

Ian has obtained permits through his vast 
connections with Brazilian authorities to allow 
Yacht Kalua to access rivers that have been off 
limits to fishing for several years. Contact us for 
more information about the Yacht Kalua operation. 



X-MAN LANDS THE BIG ONE 
 

During an October trip aboard the Yacht Tayacu on 
"ÒÁÚÉÌȭÓ 2ÉÏ .ÅÇÒÏȟ ÌÏÎÇ-time Peacock Bass 
Adventures client Larry Humphrey, of Columbus, 
Ohio, affectionately known to his friends and 
ÆÅÌÌÏ× ÁÎÇÌÅÒÓ ÁÓ Ȱ8--ÁÎȟȱ ÌÁÎÄÅd the largest 
peacock bass of our 2009 season, a 24-lb trophy. 
The fish was seduced by a hand crafted jig we call 
the Yo Zuri Jig, as it was patterned after the 
chrome/pink/blue Yo Zuri Sinking Minnow. 
#ÏÎÇÒÁÔÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ Ȱ8--ÁÎȱȦ 

 

TALK òTUCUNAREó ONLINE 
 

For those of you 
that would like a 
peacock bass 
Ȱfixȱ ÉÎ between 
trips to the 
Amazon basin, 
Brazilian angler, 

author and educator Ezequiel Theodoro da Silva 
(see photo) has developed a peacock bass board 
that will allow you to enjoy a free, unedited, 
exchange of information with fellow peacock bass 
fanatics. The International Peacock Bass Forum has 
actually been around for about five years now. It 
served as the sounding board for friendly but 
challenging posts between Brazilian and American 
anglers, which eventually lead to the First 
International Peacock Bass World Tournament, 
pitting many of BrazilȭÓ ÔÏÐ ÐÅÁÃÏÃË ÂÁÓÓ ÁÎÇÌÅÒÓ 
with American anglers. I was fortunate to captain 
Ȱ4ÅÁÍ 'ÒÉÎÇÏȱ ÔÏ Á ÖÉÃÔÏÒÙ ÉÎ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÕÒÎÅÄ ÏÕÔ ÔÏ 
be a memorial event. Lifelong friendships were 
cultivated between many of the anglers. Copy the 
following into your browser and start posting your 
comments or questions:  
http://www.kaluapesca.com.br/english/forum3/in
dex.asp 

PARAYA PARADISE ON LAKE GURI 
 

Although the peacock 
bass has garnered the 
most attention by 
anglers visiting the 
Amazon and Orinoco 
basins of Venezuela 
and Brazil, the hard 
hitting and relentless 

fighting payara is rapidly gaining ground as a prized 
gamefish by international anglers looking for the 
ultimate in freshwater adventures. Larry Dahlberg, 
host of the ȬHunt for the Big Fishȭ series, aptly 
describes the payara as Ȱpossessing the body of an 
elongated permit and the tail of a salmon." These 
anatomical characteristics not only allow it to be 
quite at home, residing within the fast moving 
ÔÒÉÂÕÔÁÒÙ ÒÉÖÅÒÓ ÏÆ 6ÅÎÅÚÕÅÌÁȭÓ ÍÁÓÓÉÖÅ 'ÕÒÉ ,ÁËÅȟ 
but also make it a tremendously powerful and 
ÁÃÒÏÂÁÔÉÃ ÁÄÖÅÒÓÁÒÙ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ ÁÎ ÁÎÇÌÅÒȭÓ ÌÉÎÅȢ  

Their most obvious menacing attributes, 
however, are the two dagger-like four-to-six inch 
teeth that protrude upward from its lower jaw to 
impale their prey. When they clamp their jaws shut, 
these razor sharp fangs fit neatly into to 
corresponding sockets in the top of their jaw. 
These fish leap like a tarpon, their silvery iridescent 
bodies performing aerial contortions some four 
feet out of the water, and make runs comparable 
to any saltwater light tackle gamefish. 
 

Guri Lake is one 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ 
largest man-
made lakes, 
stretching some 
175km long and 
48 km wide. Guri 
Lake provides a 
desirable habitat for its hefty population of 
peacock bass, payara and piranha. As Guri was 
filled, much of the timber was left and still stands 
upright, along with hilltops, humps and points. This 
resulted in excellent habitat for the fishery and 
fantastic fishing action. Headwaters Fishing Club 
(see image above) has offered a safe haven for 
anglers with no security problems encountered by 
our clients. It is a very comfortable camp, offering 
some of the best food you will ever experience, at 
any camp in the world. Twenty pound plus payara 
and trophy peacock bass are caught with great 
regularity. Contact us for trip details on a hosted 
payara trip to Headwaters Fishing Club. 

http://www.kaluapesca.com.br/english/forum3/index.asp
http://www.kaluapesca.com.br/english/forum3/index.asp


TECHNIQUE TIPéé 
 

The Swimming Bucktail Jig 

 
"ÕÃËÔÁÉÌ ÊÉÇÓ ÁÒÅ ÇÒÁÄÕÁÌÌÙ ÂÅÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ȰÇÏ ÔÏȱ 
lure for peacock bass anglers in Brazil. Although 
often perceived as a finesse lure, these jigs have 
probably taken more 20+ pound peacock bass in 
the past three years than any other lure. 
Approximately five years ago, a handful of anglers 
began fishing with longer jigs, tied in a variety of 
colors, basically borrowing from the experiences of 
successful fly anglers who were casting long, 
brightly colored flies that pulsed below the surface 
using a fairly fast retrieve. As opposed to the 
traditional three inch white bucktail jig, these 
innovative anglers would tie a combination of 
various colors of bucktail, with a splash of 
flashabou, in lengths from 6 to 8-inches on ½-
ounce jig-heads. Rather than using the traditional 
ÂÕÃËÔÁÉÌ ȰÊÉÇÇÉÎÇȱ ÔÅÃÈÎÉÑÕÅÓ ɉÂÁÓÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÁÎ ÕÐ ÁÎÄ 
down or vertical presentation), they swam the jigs 
erratically in the same manner as fishing a jerkbait. 
 

5ÓÉÎÇ Á ΨȭΨȱ 
spinning rod of 
medium action, 
cast the bucktail 
jig to schooling 
fish, fry balls, 
points, sandbars, 
between standing 

trees and other forms of structure and cover. Or, 
simply use the jig as a prospecting bait. Point the 
rod towards the water. With the rod in the right 
hand (if you are a right handed angler) work the jig 
with a series of repetitive snaps to dart the lure 
back to the boat. Do not simply turn the reel 
handle to retrieve the jig. Use the wrists and the tip 
action of the rod to impart action to the jig.  

For the 2010 fall peacock bass season, we 
will be introducing a new line of bucktail jigs for 
our clients, ones featuring a host of exciting colors, 
strong hooks, premium bucktail and a darting 
head. The price is slated to be $5 per jig. More 
information to follow.  

 
 
 
 
 

Update Unini River: 
 

 Our outfitter in 
Manaus is now 95% 
certain that within 
the next 30 days, he 
will have signed 
documents from 
government officials 

granting permission to fish the famed Unini River. 
Needless to say, we, as well as many of our clients 
×ÈÏ ×ÅȭÖÅ heard from, are excited about the 
possibility of getting back on this river following a 
two year ban on sport fishing. This river has 
probably yielded more 15-25 lb peacock bass than 
any tributary of the Rio Negro in a number of 
years. We will break the news as soon as we have 
legal documents in hand. 
 

 Remote Rewards: 
Probably the number one request we hear from 
experienced peacock bass travelers is their desire 
for a remote fishery, one that is far from the 
crowded waters of the main Rio Negro proper and 
not inundated with a host of anglers from a 
number of operations. In our next newsletter, we 
will feature a safari tent camp operation that will 

operate for 
the first time 
this season in 

the 
headwaters 

of tributaries, 
far removed 
from the 

more 
accessible main tributaries. Although the tent 
camp, featuring air conditioned tents, will be new, 
the operator has had a successful yacht operation 
for years.   
 Peacock Bass Adventures, LLC 

 

515 Trailside Court �y Roswell, GA 30075 
 

Phone: 678-327-6787   
 

Gary@Peacockbassadventures.com 
 

Website: Peacockbassadventures.com 
 


