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DOC TALKéé 
A Message from Gary Laden 

 
 EXPLORE...DREAMéDISCOVER 

 

Mark Twain once 
remarked: Ȱ4×ÅÎÔÙ ÙÅÁÒÓ 
from now you will be 
more disappointed by the 
things you didn't do than 
by the ones you did do. 
So, throw off the 
bowlines. Sail away from 
the safe harbor. Catch 

the trade winds in your sails. Explore. Dream. 
$ÉÓÃÏÖÅÒȢȱ   

 

We believe our fishing 
adventures to South 
America will provide you 
with the opportunity to 
Explore, Dream and 
Discover. There is no 
better way to escape 
the constant pressures of daily life and hectic work 
ÓÃÈÅÄÕÌÅÓ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ Á ÆÉÓÈÉÎÇ ÁÄÖÅÎÔÕÒÅȢ 7ÅȭÌÌ ÂÅ 
the catalyst for you to visit new and exciting 
ÄÅÓÔÉÎÁÔÉÏÎÓȢ 7ÅȭÌÌ ÈÅÌÐ ÙÏÕ ÂÏÎÄ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ 
client; rekindle an old friendship; share the spirit of 
fishing with your family or just enjoy a trip with your 
good fishing buddies.  

While we can't always guaÒÁÎÔÅÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ 
always be greeted by schools of frenzied peacock 
bass on every trip taken with us, we can guarantee 
unmatched personalized service, detailed 
preparation regarding tackle and gear necessities for 
your adventure, up to date medical precautions and 
a sympathetic ear should an unforeseen problem 
arise. When it comes to peacock bass fishing, few 
companies share our experience.  So, as Mark Twain 
aptly stated ɀ throw off the bowlines and Explore, 
Dream and Discover with us.   

ñññRRREEEDDD   HHHOOOTTTòòò   

LATE BREAKING NEWS 
 

Following a two year sport-fishing prohibition, we 
are very excited that our outfitter in Barcelos is 
meeting with the Secretary of Tourism in the 
Amazonas State this week to, hopefully, finalize the 
permits for him to access the Unini Preserve. If the 
permits do materialize (we are cautiously 
optimistic), we will have first priority to select our 
weeks and then other weeks will be offered to a 
select group of other United States booking agents.  

 
The Unini Preserve (see directional arrow above), is 
situated within the vast Rio Negro Watershed, 
located approximately 210 miles northwest of 
Manaus. It is 200 miles long, with at least 250 lakes, 
backwater bays and lagoons throughout its course. 
Its location is such that it can only be reached by 
private charter float plane during the low water 
fishing season. It is truly a world class peacock bass 
fishery, yielding many 15-24 lb class fish. 



Des Moines, Iowa angler Bill 
Gassmann and guide Elvis 
Fonseca with a potential word 
record peacock bass. 

If the permits are granted, our operator will use 
either a shallow drafting yacht or comfortable tent 
camps and will concentrate in an area 50-175 miles 
from where the Unini empties into the western side 
of the Rio Negro. About 20 miles up-river from the 
junction of the Rio Unini and Rio Negro, there are 
three sets of rapids and falls. This prohibits 
navigation by sport fishing yachts further up river, 
except during the period of highest water levels 
experienced in the wet season. This inaccessibility 
affords some of the finest peacock bass fishing 
found anywhere in the Amazon watershed.  
 
 

Anglers will be accommodated on either a brand 
new shallow draft yacht (see image above), which 
can navigate through water that would ground 
other fishing yachts, or in comfortable tent camps 
with air conditioning. If the yacht is used, four air-
conditioned staterooms comfortably accommodate 
8 anglers. Although just a bit smaller than the larger 
yachts used by most outfitters, these rooms are 
comfortable and immaculately clean. The tent camp 
(see image below) will also accommodate 8 anglers. 
Each tent has en suite bathrooms and showers. A 
dining room at both facilities will serve tasty 
American and Brazilian style meals.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I have been given a list of the guides that have 
committed to work on this yacht or the tent camp 
for the season and I can tell you that many of you 
veteran peacock bass anglers to Brazil will recognize 
these names.  
     Please contact us if you desire to fish this fantastic 
fishery. Book this trip early for prime weeks!   

 
 
 
 

POSSIBLE NEW PEACOCK RECORD? 
(As Reported In Examiner.com)  

 

At about 10:30 a.m. on Feb. 9, 2010, the sixth day of 
his first Amazon adventure, Bill Gassmann of Des 
Moines, Iowa, fished a clown-colored Luhr Jensen 
Big Game Woodchopper Slim topwater bait (see 
next page for image of this lure) in a tributary of the 
Rio Negro in northern Brazil. The yellow, red and 
black spotted lure landed atop a monster speckled 
peacock bass, which sucked it under with hardly a 
ripple. 
 

Ȱ7Å ×ÅÒÅ ÆÉÓÈÉÎÇ ÉÎ Á 
wooded area of a little 
backwater off a main 
ÔÒÉÂÕÔÁÒÙȟȱ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÈÅ ΦΦ-
year-old chief 
executive officer of 
BGS Enterprises. 
Ȱ7ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÕÒÅ ÈÉÔ ÔÈÅ 
water, it just 
disappeared. The fish 
went straight to the 
bottom and started 
spooling my line. 
Immediately, the 
guide with more than 
12 years experience 
began jumping up and 
down and started 
yelling at me saying 
Ȭ'ÒÁÎÄÅȦ 'ÒÁÎÄÅȦȭ ) ÈÁÄ 
no idea how big it was or that it might be a record. 
Then, the fish stuck its head out of the water and I 
ÒÅÁÌÉÚÅÄ ÈÏ× ÂÉÇ ÉÔ ×ÁÓȢȱ 
 

In a fearsome struggle, Gassmann fought the river 
monster for approximately 12 minutes with his 
three-piece 6.9-foot G Loomis Escape model ETR81-
3HC20 heavy rod attached to a Shimano Curado 
300E reel. Finally bringing the beast to the boat, the 
Iowa bass angler grabbed its gill plates and snapped 
a Boga Grip on it. On the IGFA-certified Boga Grip, 
the fresh speckled or three-bar peacock (Cichla 
temensis) weighed more than 28 pounds, but 
Gassmann still did not realize the significance of his 
fish. As Gassmann handed the fish to !ÌÄÅÎÉ Ȱ%ÌÖÉÓȱ 
Fonseca, his guide, to release it, Elvis stopped 
him. Communicating in %ÎÇÌÉÓÈȟ %ÌÖÉÓ ÕÒÇÅÄ Ȱ7Å ÇÏ 



ÂÏÁÔ ÎÏ×Ƞ ×Å ÇÏ ÂÏÁÔ ÎÏ×Ȣȱ 0ÒÅÐÁÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÆÉÓÈ ÁÎ 
ÅÎÔÉÒÅ ÄÁÙȟ 'ÁÓÓÍÁÎÎ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÈÅÁÄ ÂÁÃË ÔÏ 
the Captain Peacock, a 95-foot mothership yacht that 
accommodates anglers for such 
adventures. However, Elvis insisted adamantly. 
  
When Elvis and Gassmann finally reached the 
yacht, Leonardo Leão, co-owner and operator of the 
Captain Peacock who stays aboard for every 
operation, dropped the massive fish into the bait 
well to keep it alive until they could weigh it 
officially. The colorful hump-headed fish measured 
37 inches long with a girth of 25 inches, more than 
enough to beat the existing 27-pound International 
Game Fish Association all-tackle world record caught 
ÂÙ 'ÅÒÁÌÄ Ȱ$ÏÃȱ ,Á×ÓÏÎ ÏÎ $ÅÃȢ Φȟ ΣΫΫΦȢ 3ÉÎÃÅ 
Gassmann caught the lunker on 80-pound PowerPro 
braid, Leão also submitted the fish for a possible line 
class record and kept the fish on board the Captain 
Peacock to have it mounted as a reminder to future 
anglers that dreams can come true. 

 

By the time they weighed the fish on a certified scale 
in Manaus under the supervision of a representative 
of the IGFA, word has it that the fish might have lost 
up to a pound of weight. Official word from the IGFA 
as to whether they will acknowledge this fish as the 
new all-tackle record is forthcoming and we will 
announce the decision when it is available.  
 
Will the next world record peacock bass assault your 
lure next season? 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Luhr  Jensen  Woodchopper  Slim  

BUTTERFLY RECORD BLASTED? 

 
We have been notified by Luis Brown, operator of 
the popular River Plate Outfitters floating tent 
operations that George Walters of Charlotte, North 
Carolina has possibly set a new all-tackle for 
butterfly peacock bass during a week of fishing on 
the Urabaxi River of the northern Brazilian Amazon 
region. The fish, reportedly, weighed close to 17 lbs.  
 

 

We are awaiting confirmation, but our sources in 
Manaus report that the fish was caught on 6.5" High 
Roller Rip Roller in the Halloween color pattern (see 
image below). 
 

The existing all tackle record for butterfly peacock 
bass caught by our friend, Venezuelan angler Tony 
Campa, on the Chiguao River in Venezuela and 
weighed 12 lbs, 9 oz. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


