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 PRACTICEéPRACTICE...PRACTICE 
 

I often observe anglers, 
who spend in excess of 
$5,000 for their peacock 
bass fishing trip, who fail 
to practice and master the 
techniques they will use 
during the trip. Many have 
no or little experience with 
braided line; have not ever 

worked a large propeller bait or have no idea of how 
to fish a jig or walk a spook. While it is certainly 
unnecessary to bring a dozen rods and reels and an 
extra duffle bag full of tackle on your fishing 
adventure (thankfully most operations now provide 
loaner gear), it is prudent to be familiar with the gear 
you will bring, or borrow, so that you can be versatile 
on the water, changing lures and presentations as 
conditions dictate.  
 

When I, or my trip hosts, escort groups of anglers 
traveling to South America, we always make it a point 
to fish with the novice anglers, or those with very 
little peacock bass experience, at least for the first 
few days of the trip. Believe it or not, the majority of 
anglers plying the waters of the Amazon watershed 
are not professional anglers, are not very versatile 
with their tackle and many have never made the first 
ÃÁÓÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÄÓȟ ÒÅÅÌÓȟ ÌÉÎÅ ÁÎÄ ÌÕÒÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙȭÖÅ 
purchased specifically for their trip to South America.  
Your first few days on the water will be much more 
ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÖÅ ÉÆ ÙÏÕȭÖÅ ÍÁÓÔÅÒÅÄ ÙÏÕÒ ÇÅÁÒ and fishing 
techniques prior to your trip.  
 

We will frequently observe several novice peacock 
bass anglers floundering for the first several days of 
their fishing adventure. We want to encourage our 
clients who are going on their first peacock bass foray 

to get a feel for the equipment long before they exit 
the airplane in Manaus or Caracas to ensure a much 
more enjoyable trip.   
 
My staff and I have witnessed many first time anglers 
to South America eagerly purchase their tackle just 
before their trip, never becoming familiarized with 
this gear until theyȭÖÅ made their first cast in the 
Amazon. These anglers need to practice casting with 
the tackle they plan on using during their trip and 
become proficient with the rods, reels, lures and flies 
they will use. We realize that you will be spending 
quite a bit of money for your trip. You should practice 
at home and then refine your skills on the trip. You 
will experience a more enjoyable adventure to South 
America if you have the basics down. There are 
nuances of this specialized tackle that you need to 
master, like fishing with heavy, non-stretch braided 
line, or working the large lures very aggressively. The 
trip hosts, guides and other anglers on the trip will 
certainly help the novice angler, but one should be 
able to handle their gear and make fairly long and 
accurate casts when they come to South America.   
 

One glaring weakness of novice peacock bass anglers 
is that are not familiar with the concept of proper 
tackle balance. While second nature to experienced 
anglers, the novice angler (despite possessing lots of 
desire and enthusiasm for fishing) will think nothing 
of spooling 80 lb braided line on light spinning gear; 
attempt to cast monstrous propeller baits on whippy 
casting rods or, conversely, cast diminutive bucktail 
jigs on heavy surf rods. We will cover such concepts as 
tackle techniques and tackle balance in this and 
upcoming newsletters. Our Complete Peacock Bass 
Angler text will also provide a wealth of information 
on tactics and techniques. 
 
So, before you leave for your next peacock bass 
fishing trip, donȭt forget to 
practiceȣpracticeȣpractice. 
 

Doc                    



TURF WARS FOR 
TUCUNARE on the unini !  

 

Following a two year sport-fishing prohibition, we 
were eagerly awaiting what we were lead to believe 
was an anticipated formal announcement that 
Government officials in Brazil, as well as communities 
living within the Unini River Reserve, had officially 
finalized the permits for one of our outfitter s to 
access the Unini River and Rio Preto. Unfortunately, 
the latest news from Manaus and Barcelos has two 
outfitters in a knock down ɀ drag out brawl over just 
who will win the peacock bass fishing lottery and 
emerge victorious with the highly coveted permits.  

 
While I was hoping to report that the dust had settled 
a week ago, it looks like the road to fishing the Unini is 
clouded once again. This is really getting complicated, 
as we now have not only the competing outfitters 
involved, but government officials (on each side), 
villagers and even the church.   
 

For those of you 
that have never 
experienced this 
system before, the 
Unini River Reserve 
spans an estimated 
2,000,000 acres. 
The Unini River (see 
directional arrow 

above), is situated within the vast Rio Negro 
Watershed, located approximately 210 miles 

northwest of Manaus. It is 200 miles long, with at 
least 250 lakes, backwater bays and lagoons 
throughout its course. Its location is such that it can 
only be reached by private charter flights during the 
low water fishing season. It is truly a world class 
peacock bass fishery, yielding many 15-24 lb class fish.  

 

The Unini River Reserve is truly one of the finest 
trophy peacock bass fisheries in the Amazon 
watershed. While past fishing results will not 
necessarily translate to fishing success in the future, 
we anticipate excellent opportunities for trophy 
peacock bass fishing if and when the permits 
materialize. A host of lagoons and main river structure 
provide the perfect habitat for Unini River peacock 
bass. The peacock bass on the Unini have not seen a 
lure in two years! 
 
) ÄÏÎȭÔ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÇÅÔ ÅØÃÉÔÅÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÁÎ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÓ ) 
know the fishing can be unpredictable on any fishery. 
However, the thought of fishing a river that, 
historically, has been one of the best trophy fisheries I 
have had the opportunity to visit on numerous 
occasions really gets me excited, especialy when it 
comes to introducing my first-time peacock bass 
angling clients to Brazil.  
 
So, as it stands today, I will not make further 
comments or announcements regarding this fishery 
until someone finally produces the necessary 
documentation for me to determine if one of our 
outfitters indeed will officially offer the Unini Reserve 
for our clients.  
 
In the meantime, other very good options, including 
some rivers that have had little or no access in recent 
years are now available and our bookings are strong 
this season. Please contact us for information on the 
Unini and our other Ȱdefiniteȱ operations. 



 

PIRaucu  

The Pirarucu (Arapaima 
gigas), also referred to as 
Arapaima or Paiche, is a 
South American tropical 
freshwater fish. It is one of 
the largest freshwater fish 
species in the world, 
reportedly with a maximum 
length in excess of nine feet 
and weight up to 450 
pounds. As one of the most 
sought after food fish 
species in the Amazon, it is 
often captured by spearing 
or netting for local villagers 
to consume and even for 
export and, consequently, 
large Pirarucu are becoming 

scarce in the wild today.  
 

The diet of the Pirarucu consists of other fish or even 
small animals and birds. These fish also have the 
ability to breathe air from the surface, due to a lung-
like lining of its throat, an advantage in oxygen-
depleted water that is often found in the tepid 
backwater lagoons of the Amazon Watershed. Since 
the arapaima needs to swim at the surface to breathe 
air, local native anglers often catch them by 
harpooning them. One large pirarucu can yield as 
much as 150 pounds of meat.   

Although they will 
occasionally fall 
victim to a 
topwater lure or 
jerkbait, they are 
most apt to take a 
live or cutbait 
under a float. 
While many fish 

are caught accidentally, when anglers are fishing for 
peacock bass, the guides are becoming adept at 
locating these fish in quiet lagoons and they are 
targeted almost like shallow cruising tarpon. Several 
giant pirarucus are landed each year by our clients. 

 

 

Allergic Reactions 
 

If you have severe allergic reactions to insects or food, 
you should talk to your personal physician about 
prescribing EpiPens to bring on your trip. An EpiPen is 
a self-injection device, filled with what might be a life-
saving drug called epinephrine (adrenaline). 
Epinephrine can help stop or delay a severe allergic 
reaction.   

 

You should inform your booking agent, as well as the 
lodge, boat or camp manager and cook, to make sure 
that they are aware of any insect, chemical or food 
allergies you might have.  
 

How to Use an EpiPen: 

Step 1: Remove the pen from its container: At this 
stage you cannot accidentally inject yourself, because 
the cap at the back prevents the needle from 
deploying. 

 

Step 2: Remove the cap at the back: At this stage, the 
needle can be deployed, so be extra careful.  

 

Step 3: Find the meaty part of the outer thigh; do not 
simply jab this any old place, it should be injected 
into the muscle.  

 

Step 4: Place the needle side of the epipen against 
the meaty part of the outer thigh. It should be flush 
with the skin. Once there, press the plunger in until it 
pops/clicks, and then HOLD IT IN PLACE FOR A FULL 
COUNT OF 10. Remove when finished.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_America
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fresh_water
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fresh_water
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fish
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spearfishing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amazon_River


After the cast, reel in the slack line 

and then use a hard, downward 

snap of the wrists (see diagram at 

top right and photograph above) 

to create a series of quick and 

short rips of the propeller bait all 

the way back to the boat. Keep the 

wrists at waist level. 
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Prop Bait Basics 

 
0ÅÁÃÏÃË ÂÁÓÓ ÁÎÇÌÅÒÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ΣΫΪΡȭÓ ÁÎÄ ÅÁÒÌÙ ΫΡȭÓ ÈÁÄ 
only a handful of topwater propeller baits that would 
stand up to the onslaught of multiple peacock bass 
attacks. In recent years, however, several tackle 
manufacturers began to produce lures that appeal to 
both the peacock bass and peacock bass angler. 
Productive propeller lures that you must consider for 
your Amazon tackle arsenal include: KLures Peacock 
Ripper (seen above in the photo); High Rol�Ž�‡�”�ï�•�� ���‹�’��
Roller and ���Š�ƒ�”�Ž�‡�•�����ƒ�•�•�‘�•�–�”�‡�‡�ï�•�����ƒ�˜�‘�•�����”�‘�’. These 
baits are large and noisy. Keep in mind that the all 
tackle peacock bass world record ɀ a 27-pounder ɀ 
was taken on a ¾ -ounce Peacock Bass Special by 
Luhr-Jensen, a lure that is now typically overlooked by 
many anglers seeking a trophy fish.  There are times 
when giant peacock bass shun larger lures in favor of 
less intrusive topwater propeller baits, so you may 
want to consider packing a few smaller propeller baits 
in the ¾- to-Σ ÏÚȢ ÒÁÎÇÅȢ 9ÏÕȭÌÌ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÏÕÔ 
hooks and split rings on these smaller lures, however, 
when fishing in Brazil.    
  
Power Your Way to More Trophy Peacocks 
 

The very large prop 
baits that will 
comprise the bulk 
of your tackle 
arsenal are what I 
ÒÅÆÅÒ ÔÏ ÁÓ ȰÐÏ×ÅÒ 
ÂÁÉÔÓȢȱ ) ÈÁÖÅ ÈÁÄ 
my best success 
when I work them 
with medium to 
rapid paced, 
aggressive wrist 
snap. I am trying to 
impart an action 
that emits a 
definite ripping 
sound.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is best accomplished by using the wrists (not your 
arms) in a quick downward thrusting manner (see 
image above), after first reeling up any slack created 
by the previous rip. Short, aggressive rips seem to be 
much more productive than long, gliding rips. The rod 
tip should not be held higher than at chest level when 
starting a rip. The cadence should be more like 
rip..rip..rip..rip, as opposed to 
ÒÉÐȣȣȢȢÒÉÐȣȣȢÒÉÐȣȣȢÒÉÐȢ 
 

Ȱ7ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÓÈ ÁÒÅ ÁÇÇÒÅÓÓÉÖÅÌÙ ÓÔÒÉËÉÎg large 
topwater propeller plugs, the faster and more 
aggressively you work them, the more the peacocks 
ÓÅÅÍ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÔÔÒÁÃÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÍȟȱ ÁÄÖÉÓÅÓ .ÅÌÓÏÎ 
Burnell, a veteran peacock bass angler from North 
Lawrence, Ohio (seen in the photo above with a 
monster peacock bass) and one of the best trophy 
ÈÕÎÔÉÎÇ ÁÎÇÌÅÒÓ ÔÈÁÔ ) ËÎÏ×Ȣ Ȱ%ÁÃÈ ÒÉÐ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÄ 
should move the baits from 12-24 inches (dependent 
upon the lure used, speed of the current, depth of the 
×ÁÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÏÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÓÈɊȢ Ȱ7ÈÅÎ Á ÐÅÁÃÏÃË ÂÁÓÓ 
strikes a propeller bait, resist the urge to set the hook 
until you feel the weight of the fish and see your bait 
submerge. If a fish strikes, but misses, your topwater 
ÐÒÏÐÅÌÌÅÒ ÂÁÉÔȟ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÓÔÏÐ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÔÒÉÅÖÅ ÁÎÄ ×ÁÉÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 
fish to come back. Instead, keep the bait moving and, 
in some cases, you might need to step up the retrieval 
cadence to entice the fish to strike again. No matter 


