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DOC TALKéé 
A Message from Gary Laden 

 

PPPEEEAAACCCOOOCCCKKK   BBBAAASSSSSS   FFFIIISSSHHHIIINNNGGG   ---   IIITTTõõõSSS   NNNOOOTTT   

AAA   PPPAAASSSSSSIIIOOONNN,,,   IIITTTõõõSSS   AAANNN   OOOBBBSSSEEESSSSSSIIIOOONNN!!!   
 

Youȭve just returned from 
your first trip to South 
America in pursuit of 
peacock bass. The 
conditions that greeted 
you were optimal and the 
trip met or exceeded your 
expectations. You have 
excellent photos and fond 

memories of your trip to share with your friends and 
family back home. Possibly, one day ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÍÁËÅ Á 
return trip to South America, but you figure there are 
so many different species of fish to catch and so many 
places to visit, a return trip for peacock bass is not a 
high priority. I would venture to say that half of our 
first-time clients are of the mindset just described. 
 

Another group of 
first-time clients, 
perhaps a quarter 
of them, talk 
about going 
again in a year or 
two. The final 
quarter of our 
first-time anglers 
to South America 

catch the disease. This malady, however, is not 
dangerous. The symptoms are easily recognizable. 
During the course of their typical work-day back in the 
states, they often daydream about the monster 
peacock bass that broke their line. They cannot walk 
into a tackle store without pondering whether the 
new rod, reel or lure would be suitable for peacock 

bass.  They check out the latest postings on message 
boards set up to discuss peacock bass on a daily basis.  
 

These are the anglers that have caught the disease ɀ 
the obsession with the peacock bass. They forget 
about catching their local walleye; largemouth bass 
are simply no fun anymore. Your friend wants to go 
crappie fishing ɀ however, ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÐÁÓÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÏÎÅ ×ÉÔÈ 
Á ÐÏÌÉÔÅ ȰÎÏ ÔÈÁÎËÓȢȱ For this person, there is no other 
fish to catch. To modify the old saying ɀ Once you go 
ÐÅÁÃÏÃË ÂÁÓÓȣȢ youȭll never go back!!  
 

I caught the peacock bass disease in 1989. While I 
have enjoyed a host of fantastic gamefish throughout 
the globe, none sparks my passion like the peacock 
bass. When I am feeling down, I start writing a new 
newsletter, chat online with a fellow peacock bass 
junkie or speak with a potential client and I soon 
discover that this perks me up to heights probably 
only experienced with the latest anti-depressant! 

 

After all, what sane person would spend as much time 
eating, breathing and discussing peacock bass as I do. 
Well, there are plenty!       
 

I am not interested in a cure for my disease. It brings 
me too much joy. With peacock bass fishing, itȭs not a 
passion, but rather is an obsession for many!  
 



Salto grande  
 
 
 
 
 

Anglers Strike Gold in Argentina!  
 

For more than 20 years, the fabled peacock bass of 
South American waters has garnered the majority of 
fame and publicity within the circle of traveling 
anglers. However, a new fishing treasure, one 
gleaming in gold, awaits at the Argentine-Uruguayan 
ÂÏÒÄÅÒȢ 4ÈÅ ÆÒÅÓÈ×ÁÔÅÒ ÄÏÒÁÄÏ ÉÓ ÃÁÕÓÉÎÇ ȰÇÏÌÄ ÆÅÖÅÒȱ 
for those anglers whoȭve had the fortunate 
opportunity to fish for them and have others 
clamoring to prospect for them for the first time 
under the Salto Grande dam. The golden dorado, 
ÏÆÔÅÎ ÒÅÆÅÒÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ Ȱ2ÉÖÅÒ 4ÉÇÅÒȟȱ (Salminus 
maxillosus) is rapidly becoming one of the most 
prized sport fish species in the world. This aggressive 
and powerful migratory gamefish species is 
constantly on the prowl for schools of baitfish to 
decimate and this makes them a susceptible target for 
both plug and fly angler alike.   

Its scientific name is broken down as follows: 
Salminus refers to trout-like and maxillosus make 
ÒÅÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÓ ÆÉÓÈȭÓ ÅØÔÒÅÍÅÌÙ ÐÏ×ÅÒÆul jaws. The 
dorado is primarily a pescavore, meaning that it is a 
fish eater. One of the dorado's favorite prey species is 
the sabalo, a type of schooling fish weighing two to 
six pounds. The dorado is an apex predator, meaning 
that is has virtually no predators of their own and sitsg 
at the top of their food chain. The aggressive nature 
of the dorado, its spectacular leaping ability, fantastic 
strength and stamina has created the ultimate 
freshwater gamefish. Although the dorado is not 
actually a member of the trout family, it behaves 
similar to the trout, in that it lurks behind boulders, 
rock piles and other underwater obstructions ready to 
pounce on other, unsuspecting, smaller species in the 
river.   

The restricted and highly protected (by government 
decree) waters beneath the Salto Grande Dam (see 
dam in the photo above) of the Uruguay River has 
earned the deserved reputation of being home to 
some of the largest golden dorado found anywhere in 
the world. More record-class dorado have been taken 
from this fishery than any other location where there 
is a resident population. The absolute best fishery is 
contained in a half-mile zone of river located within a 
half-mile of the Salto Grande Dam complex. The 
fishery extends from the Argentine side across the 
river to the Uruguay side. The dorado concentrate 
under the dam and thrive on an abundant food source 
washed through the spillways, primarily feeding on 
the sabalo.  
 

The immense size and belligerent demeanor of the 
fish in these waters far surpasses any other dorado 
fishery in the world. The prestigious Angling Report, 
an unbiased publication detailing trip experiences of 
its publisher and its subscribing anglers, recently 
reported: Ȱ3ÁÌÔÏ 'ÒÁÎÄÅ is a place where the normal 
rules don't apply. These awesome fish are so huge and 
ÎÕÍÅÒÏÕÓ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÌÉËÅ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÐÒÅÈÉÓÔÏÒÙȣȢ A 
Salto Grande fish caught recently by Angling Report 
subscriber Darden Daniel weighed a mind-boggling 
61.67 pounds. What keeps things exciting is the surface 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prochilodus_lineatus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shoaling_and_schooling


***SPECIAL TRIP OFFER *** 

 
 

Exclusively for  

Peacock Bass Adventures  
 

I will be visiting this operation in October (the 
exact dates are to be determined) and would like 
five of you to join me. To introduce anglers to 
this splendid fishery, operation and hotel, I have 
been authorized to offer a fantastic package 
price that we cannot publish in this newsletter.  
Please contact us for pricing and other trip 
details. This is prime time for trophies and this 
trip will book up quickly. Get in on this deal!  

behavior of the dorado. There is almost always 
something happening on the surface, if not on the part 
of large fish, then on the part of school after school of 
small fish that slam the surface near the dam. The 
feeding frenzy is reminiscent of that displayed by 
ÂÌÕÅÆÉÓÈ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÅÎ !ÔÌÁÎÔÉÃȢȱ 
 

Not only does the dorado possess teeth sharp enough 
to puncture through plastic fish lures, strike a lure or 
fly with a ferocity of a much larger saltwater 
gamefish, but also performs aerial gyrations that 
would rival any other acrobatic species, such as a 
tarpon or sailfish. Interspersed between these high 
flying leaps are long, drag-screeching runs. Currently, 
more than 10 fly fishing world records have been 
established in these waters and an estimated 200+ 
fish over 40 pounds have been landed in the last three 
seasons on fly and artificial lure. 

 
Anglers will be accommodated at the highly rated 
Hotel Horacio Quiroga Thermal Spa (seen in the 
photo above), located at the edge of the Salto Grande 
dam on the Uruguay River. All the 80 rooms, suites 
and  junior suites of Horacio Quiroga Hotel have air 
conditioning, safe, 24 has room service, individual 
radio, cable TV LCD 32", in addition to a beautiful view 
to the lake and the park from the balcony, and 
thermal water in the bathroom or hydro-massage in 
the room.  

This package includes a private room, delectable 
meals and both non alcoholic and an assortment of 
alcoholic beverages. Anglers will be served meals in a 
private, exclusive dining area. 

 

Salto Grande Standard Package Pricing: 
High Season ɀ December 1 to April 30: $4800 
Low Season ɀ August 15 to November 30: $3800 

   

Salto Grande Trip Itinerary 
 

Day 1 Sunday: Arrive at Ezeiza International Airport in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina.   Upon arrival you will be met by a 
member of our staff, who will tour you in Buenos Aires and 
transfer you to the domestic airport to connect ×ÉÔÈ ,!%2ȭÓ 
flight departing at 7:00 p.m. to Concordia/Salto. Check-in at 
the Horacio Quiroga Thermal Spa Resort next to the Salto 
Grande Dam. You will enjoy bedrooms, restrooms, sitting 
room, open bar and dining facilities. 

 

Day 2, 3, 4 and 5, Monday-Thursday:  Four full days of giant 
Dorado fishing at theSalto Grande tail waters exclusive 
fishery. Fishing hours are restricted from 8:00 to 12:00 am 
and from 3:00 to 6:00 pm, since your arms will give away 
long before the dorados will! Most all fly fishing and bait 
casting world records have been broken in the exclusive tail 
waters in the last 4 years.  

 
Day 6, Friday: After breakfast depart on ,!%2ȭÓ ΪȡΥΡ ÁȢÍȢ  
 flight back to Buenos Aires for a city tour. Depart for USA. 



  
 

SORUBIM 

The Sorubim  
catfish does not 
grow to the 
immense size of 
the piraiba (giant 
Amazon catfish) 
or the pirarara 
(red tail catfish) 
species of catfish, 
but is a very nice  
diversion and 
worthy adversary 
when landed on 
peacock bass 
tackle. There are 

three species of Sorubim catfish that you might find 
on the end of your line in the Amazon, the striped 
(Psuedoplatystoma fasciatum), tiger 
(Pseudoplatystoma tigrinum), and spotted 
(Pseudoplatystoma coruscans) varieties.  Since their 
color patterns are so varied, it is often difficult to tell 
them apart.  They all pretty much display a darkened 
gray dorsal side. This gives way to ornate black 
markings of stripes, bars and speckles on a white 
flank.  
 

Although they 
possess long 
and sensitive 
barbels to help 
search for food 
along the 
bottom, this 
species is quite 
aggressive and 
is encountered 
throughout the 
water column 
and will readily 
assault a variety 

of plugs when anglers are fishing for peacock bass. Of 
course, they will voraciously take cut bait fished on 
the bottom as well.  The world record is over 40 
pounds.   

 

      

 
 

���4�#�8�'�.�'�4�•�5�����+�#�4rhea 

 
4ÒÁÖÅÌÅÒȭÓ ÄÉÁÒÒÈÅÁ ÉÓ ÔÙÐÉÃÁÌÌÙ 
caused by introducing  
microbes (some harmful and 
some your system is just not 
accustomed to) into your 
intestinal tract through food 
and drinks.  Simple cases of 
ÔÒÁÖÅÌÅÒȭÓ ÄÉÁÒÒÈÅÁ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ 
handled by taking Imodium 
tablets, two capsules at the 
onset of diarrhea and then 
one capsule after each loose 
stool, not to exceed 8 
capsules in one day. If the 
diarrhea persists, and is 
accompanied by severe 
cramping, it may be advisable 
to obtain a prescription for Cipro 500 mg from your 
physician prior to your fishing trip to take twice daily 
until the diarrhea stops.   
 

One preventive measure might 
be to start NSI® Probiotic 15-35. 
This may fortify your intestinal 
tract and may kill off some of 
ÔÈÅ ȰÂÕÇÓȱ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÃÁÕÓÅ 
intestinal problems and 
encourage the growth of 
beneficial bacterial growth. 
This supplement delivers 15 
different probiotic strains and 
35 billion colony-forming units 
(CFUs at the time of 
manufacture) in each 2-capsule 
serving. Those are the highest 
concentrations in any Vitacost 

product. This Contains NutraFlora® FOS, a highly 
concentrated complex of naturally occurring 
carbohydrates, also known as prebiotics, that serve as 
ÁÎ ÅÎÅÒÇÙ ÓÏÕÒÃÅ ÆÏÒ ȰÆÒÉÅÎÄÌÙȱ ÂÁÃÔÅÒÉÁ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
body. It is specially formulated wiÔÈ 6ÉÁÂÌÅÎÄΆ 'ÁÓÔÒÉÃ 
Acid Bypass Technology to protect live bacteria. It 
would be wise to start this one to two weeks prior to 
your fishing trip to South America.  
 


