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A Message from Gary Laden

NOT SOFAST MY FRIEND

you who read this semi
monthly newsletter also
receive email updates or
newsletters from other
booking agents as well. |
think it is prudent that yau
obtain as much
information as possible
before booking a very expensive fishing adventure.
Many of you who have traveled vth me before, or
know me personally understand that | always place
the interests andwelfare of my clients above making
a buck in this fishing travel industryl try to provide
you with accurate and timely informatiorregarding a
host of fishing adventures.Last month,| wrote that |
would not continue to hype the much antigbated re-
opening of Brazi® Unini River until alldocuments
were signed and sealedor our outfitter to receive
official licensing to fish ths river. This river is ae of
the finest trophy peacock bass fisheries that | have
experienced in over 20years of traveling to South
America. It has been closed to both sport fishing and
commercial fishing for the past three yars, as it sits in
the middle of a protected National Preserve.

UNINI RIVER HERE WE COME
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NOT SO FAST MY FRIEND!
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Exclusively for the Peacock Bass Angler
amd other obsessed amelerss

Many of you haverecently sent me announcements,
links and other documentghat you hadreceived from
other booking agencies that are touting that they are
now acceptingbookingsto fish the Unini River for this
coming season. | can report to you, with 100%
certainty, that no outfitter has obtained permits to

I ~ o~ - oA - ~ ~ dish this riverand 't,isb?ec mijpg increasingly unlikely
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issued for the upcoming season If you are
contemplating sendingdeposits to anagent for the
Unini River for this season] strongly urge yu to
contact them and ask for proof that the outfitter has
the documents to fish the Unini Riverf this request is
stone-walled, | would then ask the agent z Qf the
Unini River that | booked with you in good fth for
some reason does not turn out to be the river | am
scheduled to fish when the date of my trip arrives, will
you provide me with a 100% refundl® the answer is
no, | would be highly suspect that this agent is playing
the (bait and switchd game with you. | am not
suggesting that the agent isintentionally trying to
entice you with the Unini River and then offer you
something else after obtaining your money, but what
| am suggesting is that some agents are hoping and
praying that the permitsdo eventuallymaterialize and
are trying to jump the gun on competing agents by
announcing they will be booking the Unini River for
this season.If the Unini does not come through, lhey
are making the suppositionthat you will understand
if, three weeks before your trip, they explain that the
outfitter does not have the pemits, but theywill offer
you another river instead.

While | am still hopeful that this rivemight still open
up at some pont, | have been on a quest to find
something new and exciting peacock lass fisheries
for my clients. | think | have hit the jackpot on a
location that has been offlimits for five years with a
tremendous population of 120 Ib fish.In fact, in the
next newsleter (if not sooner), | will provide details
on this fabulous fikiery. Say tuned. So, if someone
entices you with the Unini Riveruntil you see the
official documentsz think CNot so fast my friendd




Salto grande

**SPECIAL TRIP OFFER ***
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Exclusively for
Peacock Bass Adventures

2 SPACES REMAIN

When | announcedan escorted trip to Salto
Grande for giant golden dorado in the last
newsletter, the October 16 departure filled up
completely in a week.So, we desided to offer a
second week and now have two remaining
openings for an October 9 departure. To
introduce anglers to this splendid fishery,
operation and hotel, | have been authorized to
offer a fantastic package price thatwe cannot
publish in this newsletter. The anders on this
trip are great individuals that are a delight to
travel with. Please contactus for pricing and
other trip details. This is prime time for trophies
and this trip will book up quickly. Get in on this
deal!

The restricted and highly proteatd (by government
decreg) waters beneath the Salto Grand®am (see
dam in the photoabove at right) of the Uruguay River
has earned the deserved reputation of being home to
some of the largest golden dorado found anywhere in
the world. More recordclass dorado have been taken
from this fishery than any other location wherghere
is aresident population. The absolute best fishery is
contained in a haHmile zone of river located within a
half-mile of the Salto GrandeDam complex. The
fishery extends from the Argentine side across the
river to the Uruguay side. The dorado concentrate
under the dam and thrive on an abundant food source
washed through the spillways, primarily feeding on
the sabalo.

The immense size and belligerent demeanor of the
fish in these waters far surpasses any othelorado
fishery inthe world. The prestigiousAngling Report,
an unbiased publication detailing trip experiences of
its publisher and its subscribing anglersrecently
reported: O3 A1 OI is'a(lade Avlere the normal
rules don't apply. These awesomehfiare so huge and
1T O0i AOi 66 EO EO 1 EEA OIA A
Salto Grande fish caught recently by Angling Repor
subscriber Darden Daniel weighed a mugigling
61.67 poundsiVhat keeps things exciting is the surface
behavior of the dorado. Thereis almost always
something happening on the surface, if not on the part
of large fish, then on the part of school after school of
small fish that slam the surface near the dam. The
feeding frenzy is reminiscent of that displayed by
bluefish in the open At AT OEA 8 6

Not only does the dorado possess teeth sharp enough
to puncture through plastic fish lures, strike a lure or
fly with a ferocity of a much larger saltwater
gamefish, but also performs aerial gyrations that
would rival any other acrobatic species such as a
tarpon or sailfish Interspersed between these high
flying leaps are long, dragcreeching runs. Currently,
more than 10 fly fishing world records have been
established in these waters and an estimated 200+
fish over 40 pounds have been landed the last three
seasons on fly and artificial lurelhis fisher is still in its
infancy and there has been very little fishing pressure
in this highly restricted areaExperience this fishey
while in its prime.
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Anglers will be accommodated at the highly rated
Hotel Horacio Quiroga Thermal Spaseen in the
photo below), located at the edge of the Salto Grande
dam on the Uruguay RiverAll the 80 rooms, suites
and junior suites of Horacio Quiroga Hotel have air
conditioning, safe, 24 has room service, individual

radio, cable TV LCD 32", in addition to a beautiful view py.

to the lake and the park from the balcony, and
thermal water in the bathroom or hydremassagein
the room.

This package includesa private room, delectable
meals and both non alcoholic and an assortment of
alcoholic beveragesAnglers will be served meals in a
private, exclusive dining area.

Salto Grande Standard Package Pricing
High Seasory December 1 to April 30: $4800
Low Seasory August 15 to November 30: $3800

Salto Grande Trip Itinerary

Day 1 SundayArrive at Ezeiza International Airport in
Buenos Aires, Argentina. Upon arrival you will be met by a
member of our staff, who will touryou in Buenos Aires and
OOAT OEFAO UT O OI OEA Al i AOOE
flight departing at 7:00 p.m. to Concordia/Salto. Cheak at
the Horacio Quiroga Thermal Spa Resort next to the Salto
Grande Dam.You will enjoybedrooms, restrooms, siting
room, open bar and dining facilities.

Day 2, 3, 4 and 5, Mondayhursday: Four full daysof giant
Dorado fishing atthe Salto Grande tail watersexclusive
fishery. Fishing hours are restricted from 8:00 to 12:00 am
and from 3:00 to 6:00 pm since yourarms will give away
long before the dorados will! Most all fly fishing and bait
casting world records have been broken in the exclusive tail
waters in the last 4 years.

Day 6, FridayAfter breakfast depart on, ! %2 8 O
flight back to Buenos Aies for a citytour. Depart for USA.
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TECHNI QUE TI Péé
Spy for the Fry

According to  world-
renowned cichlid expert
Sven Kullander, |
peacock bass do not
mouth brood (care for fry
in their mouths) after §
giving birth, but rather |
intensely guard their fry |
until  they are mature
enough to fend for §
themselves. This guarding [&
has been documentedfor
up to 10 weeks. While
fishing a protected lagoon,
your guide may suddenly
beam with excitement as
he points out rippling, or what he may refer to as
OAOGAAI Ado D C
is actually a pod of frytypically with the protective
parents below (see diagram below)ready to pounce
on anything that threatens them. The size of the fry
ball is generally a good indicator of the size of the
parents guarding them

A

The image above shows the male and female
peacock bass guarding their fry that are
swimming above them at the surface. You
can often see the fry pod dimpling on the

surface. The parents will aggressively
attack a lure or fly cast near the fry pod.
The size of the fry ball is a good indicator of
the size of the parents below. Please
release the parents, unharmed, back to
gﬁ él e fry.
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Veteran Brazilian fishing The key, he advises, is to approach the fry pod very
COEAA * 1 AA OB Tquietl) hdt stumbling around in the boat, dropping
Teixeira Brasil (seen at soft drink cans or talking loudly. After a stealthy
right), one of the finest approach to the fry, the next ke to success is a well
guides and anglers that | placed cast slightly beyond the fry ball. Rip the
have ever lad the pleasure  propeller bait, walk the Spook style bait or retrieve
to fish with, recommends the jig or jerkbait through the fry ball and be ready for
that if you encounter a pod  a vicious strike. The other partner in the boat should
of fry dimpling on the immediately follow the first strike up with a topwater
surface, this is one of the  bait, jerk bait, Banjo Minnow or swimming jig.

most reliable patterns for

catching a trophy peacock T he OFabul ous Fivebo
& bass. In the past, anglers
~ would tie on a large
topwater propeller lure, cast it aproximately five feet
beyond the fry dimples and then work the plug right
through them. A violent strike would occur in many
instances. As peacock bass have become accustomed
to these noisy baits, they might now not trigger the

strikes and perform as welhs they did previously and Swimming jig

might actually be spooked by them. Jdo now urges ( -

anglers to rely on just about every lure in their tackle v X « T wTagnaee o) T
?" :

arsenal to target these fish. : “7‘
o The kingfisher bird is a

natural predator  of
peacock bass fry, so it is Propeller Bait
suggested that peacock
bass may perceive your
lure to be a kingfisher or
perhaps another
predatory species, and
viciously attack them. In
Amazon Kingfisher many cases, one angler
can catch the male, while
the second catches the female (or vice versa). Release
these fish so they can go ek to guarding the fry. Je
Jo has a knack for knowing just what mood the fish
are in and is often more right tan wrong when
suggesting to his clients what lure to use to cast to
these fly balls. He relies on Banjo Minnows, bucktail
jigs and jerkbaits, lie the YoeZuri Sinking Crystal and
Tobimaru Minnows, Cordell Red Fin, Biruta Bait and
Peacock Minnow when fishing the fly balls, especially
if he recognizes that the topwater bite is slow that
day. JoJo and his many satisfied clients have caught
literally thousands of trophyclass peacock bass using
this technique. He encourages a gick release of the
parents so that they may quickly swim back to the fry
and guard them. If unprotected, other fish species will ]
decimate the fry. JaJo sttes that in almost all cases, Jerk Bait
the parents will find and continue to guard the fry
after release.







